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Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
  The following figure represents the number 

of EIA forms and studies received by the 
EIA Central Department in 2004 according 
to their classification. 

 
The following figure shows the distribution 
of projects received by the EIA Central De-
partment during 2004 according to Sectors 
(type of activity) 

 
The following figure shows the status of 
projects received by the Central Depart-
ment during 2004, which demonstrates a 
low number of projects (1.6%) were re-
jected due to their negative impact on the 

ambient environment and their unsuitabil-
ity for their selected sites. 

 
The following table shows the total number 
of environmental Screening (A) Forms re-
viewed by RBOs during 2004. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Total Number of List (A) Project Environmental 
Screening Forms 

Sr. RBO Number of (A) 
List Projects 

1 Greater Cairo and Fayoum 1738 

2 West Delta 999 

3 Middle Delta 2713 

4 East Delta 2918 

5 Suez Canal and Sinai 182 

  Total 8550 

Number of EIA studies according to their classifi-
cation received during 2004 

2361

3851

167

A B C

During 2004 

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

3500

4000

Number

S1

A
gr

ic
ul

tu
ra

l

E
ne

rg
y 

- 
E

le
ct

ric

O
il

In
du

st
ria

l

T
ou

ris
tic

In
fr
a
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

- 
R

oa
ds

In
fr
as

tr
uc

tu
re

 -
 W

a
te

r

P
or

ts

A
irp

or
ts

C
on

st
ru

ct
io

n

T
el

ec
om

H
ea

lth

S
er

vi
ce

Number of studies from 1/1/2004 till 31/12/2004 
according to their status 

0
1000
2000
3000
4000
5000
6000

A
pp

ro
ve

d

N
ot

 s
ub

je
ct

N
on

-c
om

pl
ia

nt
an

d 
A

C
I

D
at

a
co

m
pl

et
io

n

A
C

I
re

co
m

m
en

de
d

U
nd

er
 S

tu
dy

R
ef

us
ed

R
ej

ec
te

d 



Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

162 

   
Future Vision 
 

1. Activation the monitoring system for 
projects compliance with environmental 
requirements during construction and 
operation stages through EEAA RBOs 
and the General Department for Inspec-
tion. 

2. Reviewing environmental screening 
lists and environmental requirements 
and removing some of the activities that 
do not require environmental assess-
ment so as to be approved by EMUs 
based on requirements determined by 
EEAA. 

 
 
 
3. Incorporating necessary amendments to 

the executive regulation to oblige own-
ers of significant environmental impact 
projects to hold hearing sessions for 
projects to be attended by governmental 
public authorities and relevant organi-
zations. 
Taking necessary measures to collect 
service charges for reviewing EIA stud-
ies and forms in order to cover consul-
tancy firms expenses. 
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Introduction 
 

Environmental inspection aims at reinforc-
ing and enhancing both environmental state 
and public health. Pollution resulting from 
industrial facilities has adverse impacts not 
only on environment but also on human 
health. 
 
Environmental inspection includes several 
linked aspects including planning, imple-
mentation measures and information man-
agement. 
 
In 2004, a progressive and a develop-
ment upturn have taken place in envi-
ronmental inspection tasks and activities 
in Egypt including the following:  
• Enforcing all types of facilities to apply 

law 4/1994 articles and provisions by 
filing lawsuits to apply legal penalties; 
(violations, misdemeanors, criminal 
acts) on violating facilities; 

• Supporting industrial facilities environ-
mental performance development by 
providing them with guidance to use 
EEAA technical and financial support 
mechanisms in order to provide them 
with assistance in many fields including 
waste control and treatment, efficient 
treatment operations, application of 
self-monitoring systems,  and at-source 
waste minimization programs. 

• Encouraging different industrial facili-
ties to submit environmental compli-
ance plans to the Ministry and EEAA 
with time schedules, and the evaluation 
and following-up of the implementation 
of such plans through the General De-
partment for Inspection. About 15 large 
industrial facilities have submitted envi-
ronmental compliance action plans 
(CAPs) until the end of 2004. 

• Coordinating with EEAA Air Quality 
Sector to monitor cement factories 
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  emissions all over the republic, under-
taking regular environmental inspection 
and taking legal pursuit measures 
against violators. 

• Participating in the development of sec-
toral environmental inspection guide-
lines in cooperation with the Environ-
mental Pollution Abatement Project 
(EPAP); 

• Cooperating with the Egyptian Environ-
mental Policies Program (EEPP) for 
issuing the policy, guidelines and pro-
cedures for environmental inspection; 

• Participating in the elaboration of pro-
posals for environmental compliance 
executive regulation to be realistic and 
in line with environmental laws; 

• Developing a proposal for upgrading 
the role of the General Department for 
Environmental Inspection during the 
coming phase to maximize the tangible 
outcomes of environmental inspection 
activities; The proposal should include 
the Department’s role in developing 
EEEAA financial resources through 
claiming reasonable compensations 
from the different facilities for reme-
diating environmental impacts resulting 
from their violations. 

• Participating in conferences, seminars 
and international fora by presenting dif-
ferent working papers and research; The 
Department has actively participated in 
the African-Arab Forum, International 
Conference on “Engineering and the 
Environment” held at the Military 
Technical College, in addition to its 
permanent participation in the World 
Conference on Environment held in 
Cairo, as well as the National and 
World Environment Day. 

• Coordinating and cooperating with the 
EEEAA Training Department in train-
ing environmental EMU staff at gover-
norate level. To date, nearly 200 em-

ployees were trained. Training included 
the development of scientific material, 
giving lectures in the different industrial 
sectors and on important environmental 
matters. Training was also implemented 
in different industrial facilities for the 
heads of production lines and environ-
mental staff at large industrial facilities. 

• Undertaking specialized EIA studies as 
part of the Arab League/EEAA coop-
eration programs. 

• Entering data of about 2,150 facilities in 
the Environmental Inspection database 
(IPIS) and offering access to informa-
tion to all EEAA different sectors and 
department. 

 
Environmental Compliance Basic Indi-
cators: 
• Environmental Status Register. 
• Hazardous substances management. 
• Hazardous waste management. 
• Hazardous waste registry. 
• Solid waste management. 
• Gaseous emissions. 
• Work environment pollutants. 
• Wastewater . 
 
Environmental Legal Compliance 
Indicator 
 

Results of these indicators based on inspec-
tions undertaken during 2004 can be 
briefed in the following graphs: 
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Environmental Status 
Register Index

Non-
conformed

55%

Conformed
45%

About 45 % of the facilities are not in violation as 
such facilities are in the process of developing 
their environmental registers, which are submit-
ted to EEAA. A high percentage of these facilities 
have been previously inspected and their environ-
mental registers developed accordingly.  

It is noticeable that 90% are not in violation due 
to waste disposal through: 
1. Sanitary landfill in Nasereya (Alexandria) 
2. Disposal in cement kilns (Alkaline) 
3. Temporary storage 
4. Minimization from the source  
5. Recycling 

    Hazardous Waste 
Management Index

Non-
conformed

10%

Conformed
90%

Hazardous Material 
Management Index

Conformed
97%

Non-
Conformed

3%

It is clear that 3% are in violation due to the ab-
sence of permits to handle hazardous substances 
from competent authorities.  

Hazardous Waste Register 
Index

Conformed
78%

Non-
conformed

22%

It is clear that 78 % are not in violation as a large 
number of facilities have no hazardous wastes and 
other fertilizers has also been previously in-
spected, and consequently have developed hazard-
ous wastes registers to avoid severe penalties; 
some facilities have also submitted their hazardous 
wastes registers after inspection and before for-
warding their violation reports to the public 
prosecutor.  
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Solid Waste 
Management Index 

Conformed 
 84%

Non-
conformed

16%

It is clear that a percentage of 84% is compliant 
due to contracts made between facilities and 
EMUs or any competent authorities to remove 
wastes, as the system of removing and transport-
ing wastes from governorates exists since a long 
time. 

Working Evnironment 
Pollutants Index

Conformed
48%

Non-
conformed 

52%

It is clear that a percentage of 48% is compliant  
due to the fact that a high percentage of facilities 
are non-compliant as regards working environ-
ment pollutants which effect on workers’ health 
(noise, respirable particulate matter, humidity 
and temperature) and absence of commitment 
with PPE (Personal Protection Equipment).  

Wastewater Index

Conformed
71%

Non-
conformed

29%

It is clear that a percentage of 71% is conformed 
because a large number of facilities drain through 
the main network, others do not have industrial 
drainage, while for those who drains int. the Nile 
or any of its branches, their drainage pollutants 
are with the legal limits. 

Gaseous Emissions Index

Non-
conformed

79%

Conformed
21%

79% is compliant as some facilities generating 
gaseous emissions are compliant with legal stan-
dards due to the use of filters for washing gases. 
Other factories use liquid or gaseous fuel as an 
energy source but use generated power from elec-
tric supply. 
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In 2004, Environmental Inspection General 
Department has inspected about 950 facili-
ties in addition to more than 500 other fa-
cilities in participation with Citizen Service 
Department distributed on the different 
sectors. (Industrial, tourism, services and 
health sectors). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inspection by Central Department 
for Branches Affairs (CDBA) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Total Index

 non-
conformed

83%

Conformed
17%

It is clear that a percentage of 17% has been  ap-
proved for the following reasons: 
1. The absence of any non-conformance; accord-

ing to the Environment Law 4/1994. 
2.Conciliation regarding non-conformance. 
3. A decree by HE the Minister or EEAA CEO 

upon a petition by the facility. 
4. The full termination of the facility or its tempo-

ral termination during inspection. 

Inspecting industrial facilities  
From 1/7/2004 till 31/12/2004 
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Inspecting tourist, entertainment and resort fa-
cilities From 1/7/2004 till 31/12/2004 
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Inspecting workshops and small enterprises  
From 1/7/2004 till 31/12/2004 
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EIA Review (Form A) 
From 1/7/2004 till 31/12/2004 
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The amount of achievement with respect to plan 
relevant to water quality  
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The amount of achievement with respect to plan 
relevant to air quality  

From 1/7/2004 till 31/12/2004 
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Non-polluting facilities
Polluting Facilities

Air polluting facilities 
From 1/7/2004 till 31/12/2004 

Noise-polluting facilities 
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Post-Inspection Measures 
. 

EEEAA role is not limited to implementing 
environmental inspection and referring re-
ports against violating facilities to the pub-
lic prosecution (the Penalty part), but ex-
tends to treatment and prevention, which 
complements environmental inspection. 
 
Such treatment and prevention aspects can 
be summarized as follows: 
• Instructing environmentally violating 

facilities to submit to EEEAA specific 
time environmental compliance plans, 
which are regularly monitored. 

• Instructing environmentally violating 
facilities (based on their inspection re-
ports) to one of the donor projects com-
prising an element for offering techni-
cal or financial assistance to facilities in 
order to comply environmentally. 

• Contacting the competent administra-
tive authorities concerned with environ-
mental violations of facilities under in-
spection in order to make such facilities 
accountable and responsible for ad-
dressing their violations by taking the 
necessary legal and administrative 
measures against them. 

 

Complaints submitted by citizens in Tanta RBO  
From 1/7/2004 till 31/12/2004 
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Complaints submitted by citizens in Mansoura 
RBO From 1/7/2004 till 31/12/2004 
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Complaints submitted by citizens in Suez RBO  
From 1/7/2004 till 31/12/2004 
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Introduction 
 

In view of the increasing international in-
terest in environmental issues represented 
in many international treaties and pacts, 
many countries have begun to institute lo-
cal strategies for preserving the environ-
ment. However, many problems have 
emerged during the implementation of such 
local strategies, and implementation has 
become the true criterion for measuring the 
success of any local strategy mechanism 
for preserving the environment. 
 
Much research have confirmed that the 
failure of local strategies in some countries 
came as a result of their inability to build 
effective legislative and institutional struc-
tures capable of implementing such strate-
gies. Consequently, the importance of 
boosting legislative and institutional struc-
tures related to the environmental policies 
becomes evident. 

 
Thus, Egypt began to institute a legislative 
and institutional structure capable of re-
sponding to the environmental policies re-
quirements at the legislative and institu-
tional levels.  
 
The Legislative Structure 
 

Several legislations have been enacted in 
Egypt for preserving the environment, in-
cluding: 
• Law no. 45 of 1949 on controlling noise 

and loudspeakers. 
• Law no. 66 of 1953 on the use of fuel, 

coal and petrol materials. 
• Law no. 21 of 1958 on industry. 
• Law no. 86 of 1956 on mines and stone 

quarries. 
• Law no. 59 of 1960 on ionized activi-

ties. 
• Law no. 79 of 1961 on marine disasters 

and wreckage. 
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  • Law no .53 of 1966 on agriculture. 
• Law no .38 of 1967 on public cleanli-

ness. 
• Law no.1 of 1973 on industrial estab-

lishments and noise prevention. 
• Law no.106 of 1976 on housing. 
• Law no.52 of 1981 on pollution pre-

venting. 
• Law no.173 of 1982 on work environ-

ment. 
• Law no.3 of 1982 on urban planning. 
• Law no.93 of 1982 on sanitary drainage 

and liquid wastes. 
• Law no.48 of 1982 on River Nile pro-

tection. 
• Law no.102 of 1983 on natural re-

serves. 
• Law no.12 of 1984 on irrigation and 

drainage. 
• Law no. 4 of 1994 on environment 

preservation and its executive regula-
tions. The provisions of this law are im-
plemented in collaboration with several 
ministries, and these are the Ministries 
of: Local Development, Interior, 
Health, Agriculture, Industry, Petro-
leum, Electricity and Defense. 

 
This law is considered the first unified leg-
islative regulation for the environment in 
Egypt that is in line with the international 
legislative trend of environmental preserva-
tion. It forms a strong institutional support 
to the environmental policy in Egypt. This 
is clear from the following: 
• The law is in line with the international 

philosophy that linked the environment 
to sustainable development, as reflected 
in many international forums and pacts. 
This law is considered the first legisla-
tion in Egypt that uses incentives as an 
effective implementation tool whether 
directed to individuals or to institutions, 
and so it acknowledges the recommen-

dations of the UN Conference on Envi-
ronment and Development held in Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil 1992. 

• The law recommended the necessity of 
representing non-governmental organi-
zations (NGOs) in EEAA board of di-
rectors (it is the body mandated by the 
law to lay out the general policy for en-
vironment and prepare appropriate 
plans for its preservation). The articles 
of law no. 4 of 1994 included the right 
of NGOs and individuals to report any 
environmental violations, and the im-
portance of enhancing the role of NGOs 
and public participation in developing 
environmental policies.  

• The law included increased the environ-
ment-related penalties in preceding 
laws, especially violations related to the 
infringement on wild life and natural 
resources in Egypt in order to address 
the defects in some already issued laws 
in this respect.  

 
The Institutional Structure 
 

a. EEAA mandates under MSEA 
supervision: 

 

• The Law no. 4 of 1994 stipulated that 
“The Agency (EEAA) shall have a pub-
lic juridical personality and shall be af-
filiated to the competent Minister for 
Environmental Affairs. It shall have an 
independent budget and its head quar-
ters shall be located in Cairo. The Min-
ister for Environmental Affairs may es-
tablish branches for the Agency in the 
governorates by ministerial decree”. In 
1997 - for the first time- a minister of 
environmental affairs was appointed, 
assuming also the position of EEAA 
chairman and supervisor of all its ac-
tivities. 

• According to Law no. 4 of 1994, “The 
Agency shall formulate the general pol-
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  icy and lay down the necessary plans 

for the protection and promotion of the 
environment and follow up the imple-
mentation of such plans in coordination 
with the competent administrative au-
thorities. The Agency shall have the 
authority to implement some pilot pro-
jects”.  

• “The Agency shall be the national au-
thority responsible for strengthening 
environmental relations between the 
ARE and other countries and regional 
and international organizations. The 
Agency shall recommend taking the 
necessary legal procedures to adhere to 
regional and international conventions 
related to the environment and prepare 
the necessary draft laws and decrees 
required for the implementation of such 
conventions”.  

• Prepare draft laws and decrees related 
to the fulfillment of its objects and ex-
press its opinion on proposed legislation 
related to the protection of the environ-
ment. 

• Prepare studies on the state of the envi-
ronment, formulate the national plan 
with the projects included for the pro-
tection of the environment, prepare the 
estimated budgets for each as well as 
environmental maps of urban areas and 
areas to be developed and lay down the 
criteria to be observed when planning 
and developing new areas as well as the 
criteria targeted for old areas. 

• Lay down the criteria and conditions 
which owners of projects and establish-
ments must observe before the start of 
construction and during the operation of 
these projects. 

• Draw up a comprehensive list of na-
tional institutions and organizations as 
well as of qualified individuals who 
could contribute in the preparation and 
execution of environmental protection 

programs and could be made use of in 
preparing and implementing the pro-
jects and studies undertaken by the 
Agency. 

• Conduct field follow-up of compliance 
with the criteria and conditions that are 
binding to agencies and establishments 
and take the procedures prescribed by 
law against those who violate such cri-
teria and conditions. 

• Lay down and follow up the rates and 
percentages necessary to ensure that 
permissible levels of pollutants are not 
exceeded. 

• Gather national and international infor-
mation on the environmental situation 
and the changes affecting it on a peri-
odical basis in cooperation with the in-
formation centers of other agencies, 
publish such information and evaluate 
and utilize it in environmental manage-
ment and planning. 

• Lay down the principles and procedures 
for assessing environmental impacts of 
projects. 

• Prepare an environmental contingency 
plan in the manner stated in article 25 
of this Law and coordinate with the 
competent bodies in the preparation of 
programs to face environmental disas-
ters. 

• Lay down a plan for environmental 
training and supervise its implementa-
tion. 

• Participate in the preparation and imple-
mentation of the national program for 
environmental monitoring and make 
use of the data provided thereby. 

• Compile and publish periodic reports on 
the main environmental indicators. 

• Prepare programs for the environmental 
education of the public and assist in 
their implementation. 

• Coordinate with other competent au-
thorities in connection with regulating 
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  and setting safety standards for the con-
veyance of hazardous materials. 

• Administer and supervise natural pro-
tectorates. 

• Prepare the draft budgets required for 
the protection and promotion of the en-
vironment. 

• Follow up the implementation of inter-
national and regional conventions re-
lated to the environment. 

• Propose economic mechanisms to en-
courage different activities and proce-
dures for the prevention of pollution. 

• Implement pilot projects for the preser-
vation of natural resources and the pro-
tection of the environment from pollu-
tion. 

• Coordinate with the Ministry for Inter-
national Cooperation to ensure that pro-
jects funded by donor organizations and 
countries are in line with environmental 
safety considerations. 

• Participate in laying down a plan to pro-
tect the country from leakages of haz-
ardous substances and waste causing 
environmental pollution. 

• Participate in the preparation of an inte-
grated national plan for the administra-
tion of coastal areas abutting on the 
Mediterranean Sea and the Red Sea in 
coordination with the authorities and 
ministries concerned. 

• Participate with the Ministry of Educa-
tion in the preparation of training pro-
grams for the protection of the environ-
ment within the scope of the various 
curricula in the basic education stage. 

• Prepare an annual report on the envi-
ronmental situation to be submitted to 
the President of the Republic and the 
Cabinet, a copy of which shall be de-
posited at the People's Assembly. 

 
 

b. The Administrative Structure of 
the EEAA: 

 

Environment Quality Sector: Concerned 
with environmental monitoring.  
Environmental Management Sector: In 
charge of managing environmental activi-
ties and environmental impact assessment. 
Central Department for Protecting Na-
ture: Concerned with supervising national 
parks and biodiversity.  
Central Department for Branches Af-
fairs: supervises the EEAA branches and 
EMUs in the governorates.  
Central Information Department: Re-
sponsible for registering environmental 
data.  
Central Department for Communication 
and Training: Concerned with environ-
mental awareness and training.  
Central Department for International 
Cooperation: Responsible for managing 
international environmental relations.  
Central department for Financial and 
Administrative Affairs: In charge of the 
financial and administrative supervision. 
 
c. Environment Protection Fund 

(EPF): 
 

EEAA shall include “The Environment 
Protection Fund”, which would use its re-
sources in financing the following activi-
ties: 
• Confronting environmental disasters. 
• Conducting pilot and pioneering pro-

jects in the field of protecting natural 
wealth and the environment from pollu-
tion. 

• Transferring low-cost technologies ap-
plied successfully in the field of envi-
ronmental protection. 

• Funding the manufacturing of equip-
ment, devices and plant models for the 
treatment of environmental pollutants.  



175 

Institutional Strengthening 
  • Financing the establishment and opera-

tion of environmental monitoring net-
works. 

• Financing the establishment and man-
agement of natural protectorates. 

• Financing the prevention of pollution 
from unidentified sources  

• Financing studies needed for develop-
ing environmental programs and Envi-
ronmental Impact Assessment studies, 
and instituting the rates and criteria re-
quired for environment preservation. 

• Participation in financing environment 
preservation projects carried out by the 
local administrative authorities and 
NGOs. 

• Rewarding distinguished achievements 
in the field of environment preserva-
tion. 

• Improving EEAA infrastructure and 
developing its activities. 

• Financing other environmental preser-
vation and management activities ap-
proved by EEAA board 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EPF resources, besides support and do-
nations, include the following: 
 

1. Financial fines and compensations 
agreed upon or set forth by court for 
environmental damage. 

2. Resources of the Natural Protectorates 
Fund stipulated upon in law no. 
102/1983. 

3. EEAA allocations (that is, not less than 
half the collected revenues of the tax 
that reaches 25%) levied on air tickets 
issued by Egypt in Egyptian currency 
(by virtue of Law no. 101 of 1985 and 
also according to the Prime Minster de-
cree no. 697 of 1986). 

 
Future Vision and MSEA Efforts 
to Activate the Ministry Institu-
tional Structure: 
 

1. Supporting and developing decentral-
ized environmental management within 
the framework of Danish funded ESP 
(DEM component) through: 
• Enhancing and preparing environ-

mental Affairs Offices (EAOs) in 
the Governorates, as 52 million 
pounds have been provided to de-
velop these offices in Dakahlia, De-
miat and Beni Suef governorates 
and to inaugurate Toshky office. 

• Restructuring and strengthening the 
Central Department for Branches 
Affairs (CDBA) and EEAA regional 
branch offices (RBOs). CDBA cur-
rently includes 10 regional 
branches, by the addition of 2 new 
branch offices in North Upper Egypt 
and Sinai in order to cover all 
Egypt’s governorates. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Boosting partnership projects with so-
ciety parties such as: 

Clean up Campaign in el Sayadin 
(fishermen) Village in Hurgada 

Greater Cairo and Fayoum RBO 
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  • The project of the cultural educa-
tional center for environment preser-
vation (Cairo House). 

3. An activation framework for the NGOs 
role has been instituted through con-
tributing to the implementing the plan 
for improving the standards of living in 
the poorest communities. According to 
law no. 4 of 1994, EEAA board of di-
rectors includes 3 members as repre-
sentatives of the NGOs, with the aim of 
activating their role and encouraging 
the participation in finding solutions to 
environmental problems through: 
• Geographical expansion of NGOs 

concerned with environment. 
•  Instituting a conversation channel 

with the NGOs through establishing 
an NGO unit within the Ministry of 
State of Environmental Affairs. 

• Participation of the NGOs in the 
mechanisms designed for revising 
the national environmental work 
plan and supporting them finan-
cially, technically and administra-
tively and boosting their role.  

4. Encouraging and developing EEAA 
employees, by training EEAA person-
nel of all specializations to conform to 
the highest international performance 
levels and supporting EEAA by the 
highly trained and experienced youth 
personnel. 

5. Enhancing women’s role in preserving 
the environment through the Gender 
Unit in MSEA and through coordina-
tion with the National Council for 
Women. 

6. Boosting the role of youth in preserv-
ing the environment through employ-
ing youth in municipal and agricultural 
wastes recycling at recycling plants 
established in cities by private sector 
cleaning companies, and agricultural 
wastes recycling projects to be estab-

lished by MSEA, in collaboration with 
the Ministries of Defense and Military 
Production and the National Organiza-
tion for Industrialization. 

7. Boosting the role of heavy industries 
through establishing "the Industrializa-
tion Unit" in EEAA. 

8. Enhancing the role of clean agriculture 
through establishing "The Clean Agri-
culture and Recycling Agricultural 
Wastes Unit” anchored in EEAA. 

9. Improving climate protection activities 
through establishing weather change 
unit in EEAA. 

10. Improving the ozone layer protection 
activities through EEAA ozone unit. 

 

Video Conferencing 



 

 

 
 

 

177 

 

Introduction 
 

Several research have proved that the suc-
cess of national strategies and the ability to 
achieve their goals in many countries was 
due to focusing not only on technical and 
economical aspects of environmental issues 
and considering them sufficient tools for 
managing natural resources, but also focus-
ing on human resources that are capable of 
managing such resources. 
 
Thus, researchers and specialists have real-
ized the importance of the human factor in 
human resource management. Many phi-
losophies were introduced in this respect 
calling for the necessity of understanding 
the complicated and interrelated relations – 
in most times - between individuals and 
groups that take part in implementing envi-
ronmental policies. 
 
It has become evident that developing hu-

man resources is only applied effectively 
through emphasizing participation among 
active categories in society. Participation 
means the spontaneous cooperation be-
tween people and the competition to ac-
tively work and contribute in selecting and 
implementing development projects and 
programs that aim at achieving the objec-
tives of society. Consequently, participa-
tion helps in deep rooting social responsi-
bility in all development partners, which in 
turn offers better opportunities for the suc-
cess of economic reform and structural ad-
aptation programs, which are the ends of 
sustainable development. 
 
Perhaps the most important effective sec-
tors encouraged to commit to the participa-
tion principle are: youth, women and chil-
dren, being the most influenced by envi-
ronmental issues. Therefore, environmental 
work in Egypt has begun to enhance par-
ticipation of these sectors in environmental 
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  programs. 
 
Youth, women and children are greatly in-
fluenced by the negative impacts resulting 
from environmental issues. Thus, environ-
mental work in Egypt has begun to en-
hance the participation of these sectors in 
environmental programs. 
 
Youth 
 

Youth represent the largest percentage of 
Egypt's population, taking into account the 
fact that youth constitute the sector most 
willing and desiring to learn. So it is im-
portant to care for instituting policies that 
would enhance youth participation in envi-
ronmental action. 
 
Consequently, MSEA has declared 2004 
the year for youth and environment and has 
carried out many activities to enhance their 
participation in environmental work, most 
importantly: 
1. Establishing informal youth gatherings 

in all Egypt’s Governorates with mem-
bership of around 14 million youth. 

2. Participating with Ministries of Educa-
tion and Youth in designing youth train-
ing programs during vacations. 

3. Establishing 40 environmental groups 
in 40 youth centers in Giza, Sharkeya, 
Dakahleya and the New Valley gover-
norates. A budget of LE 10,000 was 
allocated for each group with a total of 
L.E 400,000. 

4. Setting up visualization for the work of 
youth groups in these centers and the 
surrounding environment, each accord-
ing to their environmental status, while 
supplying the rooms in such centers 
with latest audiovisual equipment. 

5. Cooperating with the Ministry of Youth 
in implementing an environmental 
awareness program in all governorates 
that addresses the following issues: 

• Preserving the environment and 
combating pollution  

• Youth and environmental issues 
• Drought and deforestation 
• The black cloud 
• Waste recycling  
• Environmental pollution impact on 

economy and the GATT Agreement. 
6. Agreeing on establishing a national 

camp in one of the Egyptian protector-
ates. El Zaranik national park, north 
Sinai, was selected due to its environ-
mental variations and various environ-
mental activities. 

7. Forming a joint committee including 
representatives of the Supreme Council 
for Youth and Sports and EEAA to su-
pervise the implementation of activities. 

8. A Cooperation Protocol with the Minis-
try of Youth was signed to spread 
awareness among youth through hold-
ing seminars and camps aiming at im-
planting the tendency of preserving the 
environment and its resources. A semi-
nar would be dedicated for each camp-
ing group to address environmental is-
sues and problems and youth’s role in 
facing them. The protocol also included 
establishing a permanent environmental 
camp for the Egyptian and Arab youth. 

 
Women and Children 
 

The poor and squatter areas are more sub-
jected to environmental problems than 
other areas. These problems are clearly re-
flected on these communities’ women and 
children, resulting in marginalizing these 
communities and aggravating environ-
mental problems. 
 
Therefore, the Ministry of State for Envi-
ronmental Affairs has paid due attention to 
these socially marginalized categories and 
environmental work in Egypt was directed  
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to raise their standards through several ac-
tivities, most important of which are: 
1. Establishing a gender unit in MSEA in 

2002, undertaking the following tasks: 
• Spreading environmental awareness 

among women leaderships. 
• Assisting in establishing women 

NGOs to participate in environ-
mental protection projects in Gover-
norates. 

• Directing attention to rural women 
and activating their role in preserv-
ing the rural environment. 

• Organizing training programs and 
activities for girls in the field of en-
vironmental preservation. 

• Encouraging and activating women 
leaderships’ role in MSEA and 
EEAA and assigning a greater role to 
women in all functions and activi-
ties, in addition to increasing the 
number of leaderships among female 
employees and focusing on women’s 
role in all RBOs activities. 

• Nominating MSEA female employ-
ees to join training courses to better 
their performance level and enhance 
their experiences through courses 
organized by the National Council 
for Women, by affiliate projects or 
authorities or by entities interested in 
raising the level of women working 
in the government sector. 

 

 

• Developing the general framework 
for a national plan for women activi-
ties and programs in environmental 
fields. An action program has been 
thus designed for all Egyptian gover-
norates. 

• Organizing a general conference for 
developing a national strategy for 
women, environment and develop-
ment with emanating regional con-
ferences for studying local issues in 
different governorates to develop 
programs suitable for the nature of 
women and children and the ambient 
environment. 

• Preparing a study on the level of 
women’s awareness of environ-
mental and developmental issues in 
Egypt, in 5 areas in Fayoum gover-
norate, comprising 25 villages. A 
cooperation project was imple-
mented to achieve the gender unit 
objectives and supply 5 centers in 
the governorate with the means that 
help in training, in addition to orga-
nizing workshops and training pro-
grams to meet the governorate needs 
according to the types of environ-
mental problems encountered, the 
nature of each area and the expected 
successful training that women and 
girls take interest in, like handicrafts 
and computer training in areas of 
higher educational level. 

The Green Corner Women Participation 
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  • The Gender Unit is undertaking the 
organization of several regional 
seminars to discuss environmental 
problems facing women in these 
Governorates and the means to sup-
port their role and participation in 
solving these issues according to the 
nature of each governorate or region. 
This is undertaken in collaboration 
with governors, branches of the Na-
tional Council for Women and 
NGOs active in this field. The Gen-
der Unit has also implemented pro-
jects that help in reducing environ-
mental pollutants, useful recycling 
and other projects. 

• Organizing the West Delta first re-
gional conference, held in Marsa 
Matrouh to develop the framework 
for implementing plans and pro-
grams at the regional level. 

• The East Delta second regional con-
ference was held in Port Said in co-
operation with the National Council 
for Women and its branches follow-
ing the Minster of State of Environ-
mental Affairs’ declaration of 2003 
as the year of Women and Environ-
ment. The most important issues dis-
cussed in the conference were those 
related to women and children in 
Sharkeya, Damietta, Dakahleya and 
Port Said governorates to develop a 
general framework for the participa-
tion of the Gender Unit with the enti-
ties concerned whether governmental 
or non-governmental to improve 
women’s status in these governorates 
with respect to the environmental 
field. 

• Signing a cooperation protocol be-
tween the National Council for 
Women and MSEA in February 
2002. 

 

2. Organizing field visits for school stu-
dents to discover Egypt’s protectorates 
and increase their environmental aware-
ness. 

3. Integrating environmental education in 
many school educational programs. 

4. Organizing several environmental com-
petitions for school students. 

5. Supporting the Child-friendly Environ-
ment Program to achieve positive inter-
action between children and the envi-
ronment through involving children in 
environmental activities which aims at 
enhancing awareness, changing envi-
ronmental behavior and allocating a 
green corner for children in public gar-
dens and in integrated care society li-
braries. 

 
Training, Awareness and Informa-
tion  
 

Training  
 

Training achieves a targeted change in the 
individual to effect a change in perform-
ance and thus reach specific desired results. 
 
Consequently, training in the field of envi-
ronment is one of the major pillars of de-
veloping human resources. Training is con-
sidered a new area and is achieved through 
preparing human resources capable of im-
proving environmental conditions in the 
Egypt. In 2003, around 634 training 
courses were held in various environmental 
fields in Egypt, with a number of trainees 
reaching 1828. Also, some employees were 
sent abroad to attend specialized training 
courses, (62 courses and 141 trainees). In 
2004, number of trainees reached 1,450 in 
Egypt and abroad, in addition to training 
some of the employees from governmental 
authorities and NGOs, with a total number 
of 1,473. 
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Increasing awareness of the environment, 
and its issues and protection methods aims 
at disseminating environmental knowledge 
which leads towards a sound environment 
thus changing behaviors positively. Conse-
quently, several meetings and discussions 
were held in different communities, and 
workshops were also held in schools, 
where environment friendly groups were 
formed. In addition, awareness of cultural 
palaces officials was also increased so that 
they may incorporate the environmental 
dimension in their different programs 
countrywide. 
 
As for publications: 12,000 and 7,000 
booklets, brochures and stickers related to 
environmental awareness were published in 
2003 and 2004 respectively. The aim is to 
induce the feeling in citizens of the impor-
tance of environmental preservation. 
 
The Media 
 

The dependence of governmental institu-
tions, private institutions and civil society 
organizations on the mass media has be-
come inevitable for presenting their ideas 
and achieving their development objectives 
through influencing people’s knowledge, 
trends and behaviors at the relevant time 
and place. 
 
The Press issues weekly pages, articles 
and columns about the environment, be-
sides training new field reporters on ad-
dressing environmental issues and prob-
lems. 
 
Radio: There are 36 programs, some of 
which are daily while others are weekly, 
transmitted by national or local radio net-
works. 
 

Television: there are 12 TV shows target-
ing different social categories. These pro-
grams are distributed on the national and 
local channels and also on educational 
channels and satellite networks. 
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Introduction 
 

The second half of the twentieth century 
witnessed a growing concern towards envi-
ronmental preservation and increasing ef-
forts to raise the environmental awareness 
on the importance of protecting and main-
taining natural resources.  International 
conferences were held, in the light of 
which international and regional conven-
tions and agreements were signed.  Na-
tional legislations were promulgated to re-
flect such a concern at international, re-
gional and local levels. 
 
Thus, ideas were laid down aiming at plan-
ning the main features and certain dimen-
sions for drawing the environmental policy 
during the coming phase. 
 
By the end of the twenties century and on 
the threshold of the twenty first century, 
sayings on unity and cooperation values 

have widely prevailed the world.  Some 
analysts have described such sayings col-
lectively as a result of “Globalization”. De-
spite of the disagreement of some, these 
sayings are widely exchanged and they 
even take various political, cultural and 
economic and other dimensions. Analysts, 
despite of their different approaches, 
pointed out that the clear purpose behind 
such a term viz; globalization is that indi-
vidual in old eras was not able to live by 
himself, thus groups were formed.  Today, 
a country cannot live in isolation from the 
others, concurrently with the communica-
tion revolution widely expanded all over 
the world. To that end, it was necessary to 
integrate the environmental dimension 
within this new system and to maintain the 
pioneering status of the Arab Republic of 
Egypt whether on the Arab or the develop-
ing countries levels. 
 
Illustrating environmental policy in Egypt 

   13-G   Bilateral and Multilateral  
    International Cooperation 



183 

Bilateral and Multilateral International Cooperation 
  is considered to be one of the process 

through which several dimensions should 
be observe  that serve the development 
process and assist to undertake actions 
through a joint system including all bodies 
and entities concerned. It is essential also 
to bear in mind the domestic and interna-
tional dimensions, as well as the identified 
dimensions for setting the external environ-
mental policy ahead, including: 
 
Egypt’s Geography 
 

Egypt occupies a special and distinguished 
place; it is located in the center of the 
world and controls the maritime transporta-
tion lines especially with the existence of 
the Suez Canal. On the cultural level, 
Egypt is one of the countries whose cul-
tural history reflects the subsequent civili-
zations starting from the pharaonic, Roman 
and finally the Islamic civilizations. More-
over Egypt is playing a leading role among 
the Arab nations. 
 
Economic, Social and Political Di-
mensions 
 

The Economic Dimension 
 

The major objective Egypt is currently 
seeking embodied in elevating the individ-
ual standard of living; decreasing the un-
employment rate; and accelerating the de-
velopment process. These objectives can-
not be attained unless through a surge in 
exports and reduction in imports: a difficult 
equation which is not easily solved amid 
the increasing rate of population and re-
sources scarcity. Consequently, Ministry of 
State for Environmental Affairs endeavors, 
in coordination with the service and pro-
duction sectors, to achieve the international 
environmental standards, hoping to inte-
grate total quality in the Egyptian product 
enabling it to meet competitiveness in the 

world market. The ministry also aims to 
improve the Egyptian environmental status 
which actually affects a number of devel-
opmental sectors in Egypt, especially the 
tourist and agricultural sectors, in addition 
it enhances the performance level for the 
tourist, health, energy, housing and utilities 
sectors. 
 
The Social Dimension 
 

Egypt seeks to develop citizens’ standard 
of living; to improve the development 
process to increase citizens’ awareness; 
and to preserve public health, aiming at 
reaching all family members in Egypt. Sev-
eral points have been focused on to de-
velop environmental awareness and to 
achieve societal effective participation.  
Great concern was shown towards women 
and children issues, aiming at attaining 
thorough coordination with civil society 
organizations and observing the geographi-
cal dimensions. 
 
The Political Dimension 
 

International and political changes impose 
a new type of political mechanisms to be 
used; sayings ranging from globalization, 
small village, one world, and technological 
and telecommunication revolutions have 
raised the concern towards developing new 
tools to strengthen cooperation among 
countries away from critical political is-
sues. They are established to tackle new 
subjects, the most important of which are 
human rights and environment. Diplomacy 
of environmental action was proposed to 
develop many collaborative activities with 
other countries to serve a common aim, 
namely; environment protection. Water and 
air constitute a common factor connecting 
all countries together, benefiting thus from 
all these activities. It is noteworthy to men-
tion that the Ministry of State for Environ-
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  mental Affairs has relied on various bases 
to design the external cooperation policy, 
including the necessity of observing the 
regional dimension. The first priority here 
is to harmonize the international stances 
with the Arab countries through the Arab 
Environment Ministers’ Council. Belong-
ing to the African cooperation is via the 
African Environment Ministers’ council. 
Finally there is the coordination at the de-
veloping countries level including, G-77 
and China; and coordination with the Euro-
pean Union states and the Americas aiming 
in developing projects. 
 
Egypt’s Fulfillment of the Interna-
tional Commitments 
 

Based on Egypt’s persistence to fulfill its 
commitments stated in the Multilateral En-
vironmental Agreements (MEAs), seeking 
as well to provide a healthy environment 
for its citizens based on accomplishing the 
sustainable development principle, Egypt 
has joined 55 multilateral environmental 
agreements since 1933 until now. 
 
During the last decade, increasing aware-
ness of transboundary impact of environ-
mental problems lead to signing a number 
of international agreements supporting sus-
tainable development. In this respect, 
Egypt entered a number of international 
conventions and some regional cooperation 
agreements in order to face the environ-
mental problems. The Ministry of State for 
Environmental Affairs and its executive 
body, in collaboration with the Egyptian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs played a vital 
role in this context, through the coordina-
tion of implementing Egypt’s obligations. 
 
Egypt participates in a number of regional 
and international organizations, which re-
quire regional and international activities 
within the environmental field.  These ac-

tivities are divided into the following cir-
cles: 
1. The Arab Circle: It is categorized into 

the Arab League, the Common Arab 
Committees, the Arab Regional Au-
thorities, the Center for Environment 
and Development of the Arab Region 
and Europe (CEDARE) and the Re-
gional Authority for the Protection of 
the Environment in the Red Sea and the 
Gulf of Aden (PERSGA). 

2. The Islamic Circle: It includes the Is-
lamic G-8 and the Organization Islamic 
Conference. 

3. The African Circle: It is divided into 
North Africa Group, Nile Basin Coun-
tries Group and the African Union 
countries. 

4. Central Asia: It includes the Eight 
Russian Commonwealth group and 
Iran. 

5. South Eastern Asia: Asian Tiger coun-
tries, China, India and Japan. 

6. Latin America States: The most im-
portant of which are Columbia, Argen-
tina, Cuba and Brazil. 

7. The European Circle: European Un-
ion, Poland, Baltic Sea Countries, Slo-
venia, Bosnia, Hungary, Yugoslavia, 
Czech Republic, Albania, Romania, 
Ukraine, and Croatia. 

8. Mediterranean Circle: Activities are 
achieved through the cooperation with 
the Mediterranean countries within the 
framework of Barcelona Agreement 
(1976). 

9. The American Circle: Activities are 
undertaken throughout cooperation with 
the United States of America and Can-
ada. 
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mit on Sustainable Development 
Resolutions 
 

After the Earth Summit held in Rio De Ja-
neiro 1992, the concept of sustainable de-
velopment appeared emerged widely all 
over the world. It was agreed to introduce 
this concept to different fields. After five 
years, however, it is was obvious that states 
did not undertake any tangible actions to 
develop this concept. Accordingly, a grace 
period of five years was identified for 
world countries to integrate sustainable de-
velopment in all fields and to observe its 
sustainability in various activities until the 
coming world summit on sustainable de-
velopment in Johannesburg 2002.  Such a 
summit would aimed at review to what ex-
tent these countries fulfilled in the field of 
sustainable development, relevant achieve-
ments and what is required from the inter-
national arena to assist other countries to 
achieve the same results in such a field.  
Egypt participated in the summit through 
an official delegation constituted of repre-
sentatives from different ministries, includ-
ing the Ministry of State for Environmental 
Affairs.  Recommendations approved en-
compass the necessity of integrating five 
subjects: water, energy, health, agriculture 
and biodiversity within the framework of 
improving and sustainable actions as a real 
local response to development in Egypt. 
 
Egypt, meanwhile, exerts various efforts to 
achieve further sustainable development. 
Such efforts are shown clearly in many 
procedures, programs and projects Egypt 
implemented over a complete era since the 
Earth Summit in 1992 until now. 
 
The speech delivered by President Hosni 
Moubarak before the World Summit on 
Sustainable Development in Johannesburg 

reflects the reality of the Egyptian efforts 
exerted. Most important among these ef-
forts is laying down a comprehensive pro-
gram for economic and social reform; com-
bating poverty; expanding social welfare 
network; providing drinking water, sanitary 
drainage, and transportation and electricity 
network; integrating the environmental di-
mension within the development process; 
enlarging protectorates; and supporting 
women’s role and effective participation in 
development plans. 
 
Accordingly, it is clear that Egyptian gov-
ernment deployed many efforts to develop 
sustainable development in several devel-
opment sectors, believing in the importance 
of studying the environmental conditions 
scientifically and building the capabilities 
of the new generation of those concerned 
with the environmental affairs in both 
Egypt and the Arab world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fulfilling the Egyptian Leading 
Role Obligations towards Protect-
ing African and Arab Environment 
 

Egypt’s important regional role in the Arab 
world and Africa makes it always endeav-
oring to achieve integration between Arab 
nations, through establishing  bilateral co-
operation with most of the Arab countries.  
Nine memoranda of understanding were 
signed with different Arab countries, 
namely: Sudan, Libya, Tunisia, Algeria, 

MEAs information system 
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  Morocco, Syria, Jordan, Yemen and United 
Arab of Emirates.  Aiming at realizing an 
environmental integration among the Arab 
countries, Egypt established strengthened 
bilateral cooperation with donor countries 
to exchange experts and overcome financ-
ing problems, which is considered an es-
sential obstacle before the progress of the 
developing countries’ policies. Memoranda 
of understanding were concluded, as well, 
with Romania, China and Italy. Further, a 
Strategy for Environmental Action with 
Germany was signed in 2003 for a period 
of 5-10 years. 

 
At the African level, New Partnership for 
Africa’s Development (NEPAP) has been 
launched, upon the initiative of the presi-
dents of Egypt, Algeria, South Africa and 
Senegal, Nigeria in 2001, into which the 
environmental dimension represents a vital 
factor. 
 
Implementing Egypt’s environ-
mental policy depends on four es-
sential principles, in terms of envi-
ronmental management and initia-
tives on environment protection 
 

• Boosting integration capacity of gov-
ernmental sectors of locally and cen-
trally via different means, depending 
essentially on cooperation protocols, 
ministerial committees and joint work-
ing groups. 

• Enhancing partnership between the pri-
vate and public sectors. The Ministry of 
State for Environmental Affairs pro-
vides continuous support to the private 
sector to take part in offering environ-
mental services and encouraging tech-
nology transfer; and exchanging experts 
with the foreign side. 

• Establishing partnership with environ-
mental NGOs; challenges facing the 
civil society organizations to identify 
and how to overcome them. 

• Integrating gender issues in environ-
mental policies and plans in response to 
establishing the National Council for 
Woman, under the auspices of Egypt’s 
first lady Mrs. Susan Mubarak along 
with paying special attention to gender 
issues related to natural resources and 
the environmental challenges and appli-
cations. 

 
 
Executive Status of Cooperation 
with Foreign Countries 
 

First: Cooperation at the Arab 
Level 
 

1- Arab Environment Ministers’ Council 
 

Egypt is a member state of the Arab Envi-
ronment Ministers’ Council, which con-
venes on an annual basis. The Council con-
sists of 22 Arab countries represented at 
the cabinet level to discuss environmental 
joint Arab collaboration among other is-
sues. 
 
Trade and environment issues are often ad- 

• Following guidance of successful interna-
tional experiences in the field of environment 
and natural resources management. 

• Achieving communication with environ-
mental action organizations at the local, re-
gional and international levels to identity the 
latest international changes concerning the 
usage of clean environmental technologies. 

• Enhancing bilateral liaison between Egypt 
and other countries through implementing 
joint environmental projects. 

• Encouraging foreign investments to contrib-
ute in implementing some environmental pro-
jects that would achieve concurrently sustain-
able development. 
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dressed through the Council’s meetings; 
joint environmental projects and the possi-
bility of funding such projects by the 
United Nations Environment Program 
(UNEP); partnership created between the 
Council and the European Union; the Arab 
Environment Ministers’ Council award; 
and the Arab environment day slogan. 
 
Relationships Development Proposal 
 

It was accustomed for the Arab League to 
receive and study the agenda; afterwards 
Egypt’s perspectives are presented during 
the meetings held. During the last period, 
an initiative for preparing an Egyptian ac-
tion paper was launched, including: 
• Egypt’s hosting for the Regional Bank 

for Plants biological Genes. 
• Egypt’s hosting for a number of work-

shops on training Arab personnel to 
meet Arab nations’ obligations set forth 
in Basel Agreement. Currently, Egyp-
tian action papers and projects for coop-
eration are in the preparation phase.  
These projects can start with training 
concerning protectorates and biodiver-
sity; joint Arab market; and mecha-
nisms of Arab cooperation in the field 
of inter-trade.  Furthermore, Egypt has 
shown progress in the field of strategic 
planning, for the Egyptian five-year 
plan became an example to follow in 
designing Arab strategic plans. 

 
2- Arab Bilateral Cooperation 
 

Egypt took the initiative to submit and pro-
pose bilateral cooperation agreements with 
the Arab countries and called for the mobi-
lization of common Arab resources to initi-
ate effective collaboration, encouraging in 
particular the joint Arab environmental in-
vestments. 
 

The following is an overview of bilateral 
cooperation with some Arab countries: 
 
The Egyptian-Syrian Cooperation 
 

The Egyptian-Syrian cooperation is a lead-
ing experience, in comparison to the other 
cooperation projects. This is due to the di-
rect relationships conducted at the Egyp-
tian and Syrian environment ministers’ 
level and the availability of international 
donors to finance some projects, the most 
important of which is the Swiss Project for 
hazardous substances. Syria is assisted by 
the Egyptian experience in this respect. 
Moreover, the two countries signed a 
memorandum of understanding on environ-
mental preservation and a bilateral coop-
eration agreement (2002). Lately, the two 
sides have signed the first executive pro-
gram for technical cooperation in environ-
mental preservation in December, 2003.  
The Syrian side called for cooperation in 
training protectorates Syrian rangers in 
Egypt. 
 
The Egyptian-Tunisian Cooperation 
 

This bilateral relationship is of special sig-
nificance due to the Tunisian tendency to-
wards the European Union, particularly 
after signing the Mediterranean-European 
Partnership Agreement. 
 
In 1999, the two countries signed a memo-
randum of understanding and a technical 
cooperation agreement for environment 
protection. 
 
Another cooperation agreement was con-
cluded between the Tunisian Training Cen-
ter and the EEAA. Currently, Egyptian 
trainees are arriving to the Tunisian Center.  
The two sides exchange visits at the minis-
terial level. The last meeting was in Cairo, 
in August 2003. 
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Development proposal with Tunisia 
 

Egyptian-Tunisian relationships can be de-
veloped by inviting Tunisian side to visit 
Siwa protectorate in Egypt and selecting a 
similar area in Tunisia to implement a joint 
project funded by the EU, in a bid to devel-
oping the urban and tourism environment 
in the two protectorates. 
 
 
The Egyptian-Emarati Cooperation 
 

At the end of 2003, Egypt and the United 
Arab Emirates signed a memorandum of 
understanding.   
 
Egyptian-Gulf Cooperation 
 

Currently, cooperation agreements are un-
der discussion to be concluded between 
Egypt and the Saudi, Kuwaiti and Bahraini 
sides.  
 
Development Proposal with the Gulf 
Countries 
 

Opportunities are now provided strongly to 
market environmental projects among gulf 
investors, as well as to benefit from Arab 
donors organizations to find some financ-
ing sources for training activities and effec-
tuate the NGOs role. 
 
Egyptian-Sudanese Cooperation 
 

Due to the nature of political relationships 
between the two countries, the two sides 
are keen on exchanging advices and con-
sultations. Thus, in October 2002, the two 
countries signed a memorandum of under-
standing. In addition a Sudanese delegation 
participated in a seminar on environment 
and trade. Currently, communication with 
the Sudanese side is intensified to receive 
Sudanese trainees in the field of protector-
ates and inspection. 

 
Egyptian-Moroccan Cooperation 
 

The Egyptian Ministry of State for Envi-
ronmental Affairs is keen on holding joint 
meetings with the Moroccan side, due to 
the sensitive geographical location of the 
Morocco Kingdom in north and west Af-
rica and its presidency of the G-77 and 
China working group in a bid to realizing 
the memorandum of understanding and co-
operation agreement concluded between 
the two parties. Meetings were successfully 
held. An executive program on cooperation 
was concluded. Besides, the Moroccan side 
offered a proposal concerning the possibil-
ity of funding these projects by the Islamic 
Bank for Development. The last meeting 
was held at the end of January (2004) aim-
ing at commencing joint cooperation pro-
grams. 
 
Egyptian-Yemeni Relations 
 

Egyptian-Yemeni cooperation is confined 
to the membership of the two countries in 
the Arab Ministers’ Council and their sign-
ing of a memorandum of understanding on 
environment preservation in October 2002. 
Currently, environmental documents and 
publications are exchanged between the 
two countries to decide on the possibility 
of conducting joint bilateral environmental 
projects. Coordination is ongoing at higher 
level, through their membership in the Re-
gional Authority for the Protection of the 
Environment in the Red Sea and the Gulf 
of Aden (PERSGA). 
 
Egyptian-Jordanian relations 
 

Egypt signed a memorandum of under-
standing with Jordan during the meetings 
of the International Conference on Protec-
torates and Sustainable Development held 
in Sharm El-Sheikh late in 2002.  Egypt, 
also, participates in experience exchanging 
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  concerning the Jordanian desert project. 

Development Proposal with Jordan  
 

Egyptian-Jordanian cooperation can be 
strengthened in the field of training for pro-
tectorates. 
 
Secondly: Cooperation with 
Europe 
 

Romanian Cooperation 
 

On 14th of April, 2003, a memorandum of 
understanding has been signed between the 
Egyptian concerned ministry and the Ro-
manian Ministry of Water and Environ-
mental Protection.  
 
Egyptian-Czech Republic Cooperation 
 

An invitation was sent to the Czech minis-
ter to visit Egypt to discuss cooperation 
means between the two countries ministries 
and the possibility of signing a bilateral 
memorandum of understanding. 
 
Cooperation with Ukraine  
 

Environmental cooperation was approved 
as one of the joint cooperation domains 
between the two countries through signing 
cooperation protocol between the Egyptian 
and Ukraine governments during the Egyp-
tian-Ukrainian committee fourth session 
meetings, held on 26 March 2003. 
 
Cooperation with Croatia   
 

Croatia submitted a memorandum of un-
derstanding proposal of cooperation with 
Egypt in the environmental field. The pro-
posal was studied and the Ministry com-
ments were sent to the Egyptian Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs to reviewed by the Croa-
tian side. The Croatian side expressed their 
approval and proposed signing the memo-
randum on July 2003, in Cairo. 
 

 
Thirdly: Cooperation with Asia  
 

The Egyptian perspective is based on di-
viding the Asian continent into a number of 
cooperation areas as follows:  
 
South Eastern Asia 
 

Including: India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, 
Malaysia and Singapore. These relations 
witness a relative development, however, it 
is currently confined to bilateral coopera-
tion in the field of exchanging environ-
mental brochures and publications. Mean-
while, cooperation is developed through 
the Developing Eight Countries (D-8), in-
cluding the following Asian countries: 
Pakistan, Iran, Bangladesh and Malaysia.  
Egypt initiated a number of cooperation 
projects in the field of agricultural wastes 
recycling and converting it into energy. 
These projects are under study and prepara-
tion.   
 
Central Asia 
 

It refers to Islamic Republics (the Russian 
Commonwealth). Despite the growing co-
operation, in particular Egyptian-
Azerbaijani relationship, communications 
lately between the Egyptian MSEA and the 
technical cooperation fund of the Com-
monwealth states at the Egyptian Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs are intensified aiming at 
reviewing the extent of benefiting such 
states from the Egyptian experience.  
 
China, Japan and India: 
 

Cooperation with China 
 

Cooperation with China aims at benefiting 
fully from rice straw. Cooperation in this 
field was developed between Sichuan Pro-
vincial Science and Technology Depart-
ment and MSEA to abate air pollution and 
to produce materials of great economic 
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  value. Consequently, upon examining Chi-
nese technologies in this respect, communi-
cations between Sichuan Institute for de-
sign and researches agricultural machinery 
and the MSEA were conducted seeking to 
implement the project for establishing two 
gas station operating with rice straw. No 
obstacles were encountered and technolo-
gies of the two gas stations were purchased 
and delivered. 
 
In addition, an agreement was concluded 
between the MSEA and the Chinese Acad-
emy of Forestry. This agreement aims at 
establishing forests, and protective and 
green belts; exchanging relevant experi-
ence and information; exchanging different 
kinds of tree seed; and using wastewater to 
irrigate trees. 
 
A memorandum of understanding was 
signed on 17th of February 2003 between 
the Minister of State for Environmental 
Affairs and the president of the Chinese 
Academy Mrs. Jiang Zehui.  
 
Cooperation between the MSEA and the 
State Environmental Protection Admini-
stration of the People’s Republic of 
China 
 

A memorandum of understanding was 
signed for cooperation in the field of solid 
wastes management; development of envi-
ronmental policies statistical indicators and 
climate change; and exchange in technolo-
gies for recycling rice straw and clean agri-
culture.  These actions were to be effected 
through information and experience ex-
change; relevant workshops and seminars; 
and joint projects implementation.  The 
memorandum was eventually signed on 1st 
September, 2003 between the MSEA and 
the State Environmental Protection Ad-
ministration of  China 
 

 
Cooperation with All-China Youth Fed-
eration (ACYF) 
 

This initiative was carried out to develop 
and support the Egyptian-Chinese Friend-
ship Forest founded in Sadaat city; to en-
hance youth delegations exchange in vari-
ous fields; to encourage practical visits be-
tween young businessmen in the two coun-
tries aiming at stimulating investment in 
various environmental projects; to transfer 
environment friendly technologies and ex-
perts; to generalize youth ecotourism; and 
to facilitate brotherhood ties among cities 
in the two countries. This initiative resulted 
in signing a memorandum of understanding 
on 12th January 2004 to boost abovemen-
tioned cooperation areas. 
 
Cooperation with India  
 

Egypt aimed at benefiting from the experts 
of Maharashtra Institution for Cultivating 
Forest, mainly Bamboo cultivation that en-
joys high economic value.  Thus, a memo-
randum of understanding was concluded 
with the Indian institution on 11th August 
2003, for cooperation in transferring Indian 
Bamboo cultivation technologies to the de-
sert land using treated drainage water; pro-
viding the MSEA with Bamboo seedlings; 
and exchanging experts and information. 
 
Fourth: At the African level 
 

African environmental cooperation is en-
hanced within the framework of New Part-
nership for Africa’s Development 
(NEPAD). The environmental component 
represents a significant part of this initia-
tive. It includes several issues: combating 
deforestation; protecting wetlands; the 
spread of species outside their original en-
vironment (invading species); coastal ad-
ministration for the transboundary protec-
torates; transnational protected areas; iden-



191 

Bilateral and Multilateral International Cooperation 
  tifying authority problems in environ-

mental ; and funding. The African Ministe-
rial Conference on the Environment 
(AMCEN) is the cornerstone for bringing 
this initiative to real terms. 
 
Cooperation with Senegal  
 

Based on Senegal’s willingness, repre-
sented by the Ministry of Environment and 
Sanitation, to enhance the cordial ties in 
technological cooperation field for environ-
mental protection, recognizing the similar-
ity between environmental problems in 
both countries, the two states signed a 
memorandum of understanding during the 
conference held in Algeria (2003). 
 
Multilateral Cooperation 
 

Egypt is keen on abiding by international 
obligations within the framework of the 
concluded international and regional envi-
ronmental agreements. These agreements 
provide opportunities for investments; 
transferring environment friendly technolo-
gies; building national capabilities; sup-
porting international cooperation in the di-
verse environmental domains to fund envi-
ronmental action national plan programs. 
Following are multilateral environmental 
agreements, in which Egypt is a member 
state (Annex 5). 
 
First: European Union 
 

1- The European Union Commis-
sion in Cairo 
 

Action is coordinated effectively between 
MSEA and the European Union commis-
sion. Among the most critical issues that 
has witnessed growing cooperation lately is 
the genetically modified organisms; cli-
mate change issues; European Union com-
pliance with Kyoto protocol and its will-
ingness to assist member states to the Pro-

tocol to meet their goals concerning the 
greenhouse gases and work together with 
developing countries to shoulder their rele-
vant obligations; develop technologies for 
clean development; and grant general fi-
nancial allocations for partnership. 
 
2- LIFE Program 
 

The year 2003 is considered to be the fund-
ing program LIFE last year for initiating 
environmental programs. Three projects 
were introduced:  
First: Project for reduction of environ-

mental impacts on agricultural ac-
tivities.  

Second: Project for Solid Waste Integrated        
Management System in Fayum.  

Third: Project proposed by the Ministry of 
Agriculture on skins tannery.  

Until now, European Union’s approval to 
finance these projects was not received. 
The projects proposal is currently studied 
by the EU. 
 
3- Egypt’s Membership in the 
Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP) 
 

The Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP) 
was the first international regional program 
under the umbrella of the United Nations 
Environment Program (UNEP) within the 
framework of Barcelona convention rati-
fied in 1976. The plan embodies arduous 
efforts exerted with the aim of securing a 
healthy environment for the Mediterranean 
basin.  The Action plan includes the whole 
Mediterranean basin 20 member states and 
the European Union countries, to create a 
Mediterranean healthy environment 
founded on the sustainable development 
principle.  
 
The Mediterranean Action Plan framework 
has officially expanded since 1995 to re-
flect changes in understanding the relation-
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  ship between environment preservation and 
development. The plan second phase is 
called Action Plan for the Protection of the 
Marine Environment and the Sustainable 
Development of the Coastal Areas of the 
Mediterranean Sea.  
 
The stage following Rio De Janeiro summit 
in 1992 was a significant period in the his-
tory of Mediterranean Action Plan, during 
which the Mediterranean country govern-
ments and the European group started to 
translate and adopt the principles set forth 
by the United Nations Conference on Envi-
ronment and Development within the 
Mediterranean context.  This step is ef-
fected via the preparation of the Mediterra-
nean 21st century agenda; reorienting the 
Mediterranean Action Plan and Barcelona 
conventions, and relevant protocols; and 
constituting a Mediterranean committee for 
sustainable development. Then, the sustain-
able development implementation plan in 
Johannesburg (2002) improved the under-
standing of sustainable development 
mechanism, and the requirements and ac-
tions necessary for sustainable develop-
ment effective promotion.  
 
Egypt is an active member in the Mediter-
ranean area. Environmental issues have 
become priorities to be addressed, creating 
opportunities for cooperation at the re-
gional and international levels. The MAP 
has a significant position on Egypt’s envi-
ronmental agenda (Annex 6), where it 
represents one of its strategic components.  
 
The environmental agenda aims at creating 
better environment for all Egyptians. Egypt 
is a member in 55 multilateral environ-
mental international and regional agree-
ments. This requires considering the envi-
ronmental resources from a social and eco-
nomic perspective, for the value of these 

resources benefits everybody.   
MAP members participate in approving the 
strategy, budget and action program to at-
tain MAP objectives of improving the 
Mediterranean environment through the 
sustainable development perspective. MAP 
activities are funded mainly by the Medi-
terranean Fund supported by the contract-
ing parties and the UNEP.  Financial vol-
untary contributions are also accepted.  
MAP is also supported by the European 
Union and the Global Environment Facil-
ity.  
 
MAP and the European Union 
Partnership  
 

Since the MAP inception, the European 
Group has played an active and specified 
role represented in: 
• Contributing to aquatic environment 

protection for Mediterranean states 
through implementing the relevant di-
rectives such as the bathing water qual-
ity and wastewater treatment, thus, con-
tributing to the implementation of the 
wildlife resources protocol. 

• Encouraging MAP members to protect 
the environment via the compliance 
process with resolutions adopted by the 
European Group. 

• Supporting establishing the infrastruc-
ture with the aim of enhancing the envi-
ronment in Mediterranean countries via 
funds like; LIFE, European Assistance 
Program and Cards. 

• Supporting regional projects undertaken 
by MAP through the abovementioned 
funds and voluntary assistance. 

• Participating in the environmental tech-
nological assistance program for the 
Mediterranean area, which is an effec-
tive partner in the MAP. 

After 1995, European-Mediterranean part-
nership was pushed to encourage coopera-
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  tion between the European Union and 

neighboring countries in the Mediterranean 
area. In the light of the contracting parties 
thirteenth meeting, partnership was empha-
sized as follows: 
• Geo-politically, some Mediterranean 

countries shall be members in the Euro-
pean Union, during the coming years; 
Slovenia, Cyprus and Malta to be ac-
cepted in 2004. 

• The European Group intensified its ac-
tivities, legislations and strategies in the 
field of aquatic and coastal environment 
through the following initiatives: 
- Adopting a structural approach con-

cerning water. 
- Initiatives for preventing maritime ac-

cidents and pollution (the first and the 
second Reka accidents) via new ap-
proaches. 

- Adopting a strategy on European 
coastal areas management. 

- Preparing a European strategy for 
aquatic environment. 

 
Secondly: Egypt Membership in 
the Global Environment Facility 
(GEF) 
 

The Global Environment Facility supports 
the Egyptian government in the efforts ex-
erted to protect the environment, in five 
domains, namely: biodiversity, climate 
change, international water, ozone layer 
erosion, soil deterioration and persistent 
organic pollutants. The Organization en-
courages private and public sectors to im-
plement projects, and enhance and promote 
initiatives addressing global environmental 
challenges and resulting adverse effects at 
the national level. In addition, the Organi-
zation supports and develops the non-
governmental sector initiatives through the 
micro-credit finance program. 
 

GEF implements several projects in Egypt 
for an amount more than US $ 100 million. 
Within the framework of partnership be-
tween Egypt and GEF many projects are 
currently conducted, including: 
• The Wetlands Development Project lo-

cated at the Mediterranean protectorates 
such as: Zaranik, Burulus, Ayumaid. 

• Generating thermal power for solar en-
ergy. 

• Medical Plants conservation. 
• Al-Manzalh Integrated Management. 
• Introducing electrical power technolo-

gies to transportation buses sector. 
• Supporting capacities in climate change. 
• Enhancing capacities in biodiversity. 
• Developing fuel cells in Cairo buses. 
• Developing underground water re-

sources in the Western desert. 
• Micro-credit finance program. 
• Facilitating early implementation of 

Stockholm Convention on Persistent 
Organic Pollutants. 

 
Thirdly: Cooperation at local level 
 

The external development in Egyptian rela-
tionship in the field of environmental pro-
tection was necessary to be accompanied 
by an advance at both the institutional and 
legislative levels. This was a major mo-
mentum for the MSEA to assume its co-
ordinative role set forth by law no.4 of 
1994. The year 2000 is considered the real 
launching point for establishing a network 
of cooperation agreements and protocols 
with ministries, research institutes, and 
Egyptian universities, in addition to a num-
ber of other cooperation instruments con-
cluded between the MSEA and NGOs and 
civil society organizations, in particular 
those concerned with woman, childhood 
and motherhood.  
Based on the MSEA policy to face air pol-
lution problem hazards resulting from car 
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  exhausts and sever damages affecting road 
users due to the skyrocketing increase in 
harmful gases exhausted from vehicles. 
The MSEA signed cooperation protocol 
with the Ministry of Internal Affairs, in 
pursuance with the provisions of traffic law 
no 66 of 1973 and its executive regulations 
and implementing the provision of article 
(33) of the aforementioned law, granting 
traffic policeman the right to stop any vehi-
cle does not comply with the conditions of 
safety and soundness. 
 
The MSEA, further, signed a cooperation 
protocol with Alexandria University, aim-
ing at protecting and developing the Egyp-
tian environment; assessing environmental 
impacts for new and existing projects; con-
tributing in preparing models for environ-
ment friendly industrial projects; endorsing 
a number of consulting organizations and 
research centers to conduct environmental 
reports; and considering Alexandria Uni-
versity an experts center in the field of En-
vironmental Impact Assessment. 
 
Another cooperation protocol was signed 
between the MSEA and Mubarak City for 
Scientific Research and Technology Appli-
cations (MCSRTA) in accordance with the 
target behind establishing MCSRTA and 
pursuant to the Republican decree no. 85 of 
1993 stipulating that such MCSRTA shall 
be an institute for genetic engineering and 
biotechnology researches with the aim of 
addressing environmental, industrial and 
medical issues via genetic engineering and 
biotechnology applications. 
 
Desiring to enhance the governmental and 
non-governmental sectors participation in 
an integrated development process with an 
enlightened concept of environment protec-
tion, especially in the field of environment 
protection, natural resources preservation, 

the MSEA signed a cooperation protocol 
with the Social Fund for Development. 
 
Believing in the importance of Egyptian 
women advancement both socially and cul-
turally and in women’s effect on environ-
ment and environment effect on women, a 
cooperation protocol was signed between 
the MSEA and the National Council for 
Woman, aiming at improving life quality in 
all local communities and achieving ad-
vancement for Egyptian woman. Affirming 
the MSEA’s role in this issue, a special 
unit inside the MSEA was established for 
woman and environment. 
 
Bearing in mind the industrial zones impor-
tant role and their environmental compli-
ance, MSEA signed a cooperation protocol 
with the Environment Studies and Re-
searches Institute in Qaliuobia Gover-
norate, through conducting studies and re-
searches serving environmental purposes; 
disseminating environmental education in 
Qaliuobia governorate; involving the Insti-
tute in developing establishments and in 
applying environmental management sys-
tems in various fields including coal kilns, 
landfills and industrial zones in Al-Khanka. 
 
Effectuating the EEAA role in implement-
ing the MSEA’s policy aiming at preserv-
ing the air, land, and water environment, a 
cooperation protocol was signed between 
the EEAA in its capacity as the MSEA ex-
ecutive authority and the Arab Academy 
for Sciences and Technology and Maritime 
Transportation to control maritime pollu-
tion and provide training on the principles 
and techniques of facing oil pollution acci-
dents. 
 
Seeking to face environmental crisis and 
hazards and setting up complete prepara-
tion for control their consequences, EEAA 
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  established an early warning unit to predict 

any environmental danger. To support the 
efforts undertaken by the aforementioned 
unit, a cooperation protocol was signed be-
tween the EEAA and the Egyptian Mete-
orological Authority to protect and develop 
the environment and to achieve sustainable 
development for all projects. This protocol 
aims at providing the EEAA with the infor-
mation needed by the pollutants dispersion 
model and providing the early warning unit 
with qualified experts to design early warn-
ing system. 
 
Gender 
 

Since the National Council for Women 
foundation on 19th January 2002, the 
MSEA has been keen on establishing a unit 
for woman with the following objectives:  
disseminating environmental awareness 
among women leaderships; assisting in 
forming female NGOs to take part in envi-
ronment protection projects in Gover-
norates; paying special attention to rural 
women and effectuate their role in environ-
ment preservation; organizing environment 
protection training programs and activities 
for young females; encouraging and acti-
vating women leaderships’ role inside the 
MSEA and its executive body (EEAA); 
giving woman greater part to play in duties 
and activities; increasing the number of 
women leadership; and paying special at-
tention to woman’s role in RBOs activities. 
Thus, a cooperation protocol was signed in 
February 2002 between the National Coun-
cil for Woman and the MSEA. 
 
Future Perspective 
 

The MSEA perspective concerning the fu-
ture of environmental action at the local 
and international levels, is built on making 
use of local and foreign factors to serve 
environmental issues, emphasizing, thus, 

the achievements of Egypt’s leading role as 
an environmental action top priority. Con-
sequently, Egypt adopted some procedures 
to support sustainable development, includ-
ing: 
• Developing a coordinating entity for 

sustainable development issues as a su-
preme committee headed by the Prime 
Minister. 

• Forming a council including heads of 
NGOs, public interest societies, private 
sector, representatives of special groups 
such as: women and youth unions, me-
dia, religious men, intellectual and re-
search centers, universities and syndi-
cates. The council aims at holding a fo-
rum to discuss and deliberate sustain-
able development priorities and meth-
odologies to ensure attaining different 
parties’ interests.  

• The council shall forward recommenda-
tions and proposals to the Sustainable 
Development Supreme Council, 
through a sustainable development con-
sultant appointed by the prime minister 
so that these recommendations and pro-
posals be considered when taking deci-
sions at the Sustainable Development 
Supreme Council.  

 
Internationally, it is clear that there is a 
solid ground for Arab cooperation to rely 
on. The current political strengthened ties 
can be used to integrate economic dimen-
sions assisting thus in diversifying Egypt’s 
environmental activities funding sources. 
This requires exploiting Egypt’s capacities 
and proficiencies to support developing 
southern countries, via foreign financial 
support encompassing North cooperation 
and South to South cooperation. Reaching 
that end, the focus can be on the following 
cooperation aspects: 
• Cooperation experience exchange, pro-

vided that funding be effected by a do-
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  nor country, especially the European 
Union states. 

• Cooperation in training. 
• Supporting and encouraging Arab in-

vestments in recycling wastes, invest-
ment projects and environmental ser-
vices in Egypt. 

• Organizing joint environmental exhibi-
tions and conferences. 

• Exchanging visits and opinions. 
• Benefiting from political and economic 

situations in the Arab Gulf area and at-
tracting Arab governmental investments 
to Egypt to invest in environmental do-
mains including: waste recycling, ecot-
ourism and tourism in protectorates. 

• Benefiting from Egyptian human ca-
pacities and exchanging training dele-
gations for Arab trainees. 

• Developing Egyptian environmental 
activity to become pioneering in North 
Africa and cooperation with the Euro-
pean Union after Egypt’s introduction 
to the European Egyptian partnership, 
as well as the cooperation for African 
advancement. 

• Addressing Funding entities in the 
Arab, Islamic and African worlds to 
undertake regional environmental pro-
jects providing more opportunities for 
achieving sustainable development. 

• Harmonizing international stances to-
wards environmental issues. 

 
The MSEA seeks to strengthen its ties with 
the European countries facing similar envi-
ronmental problems, such as: Albania, Ro-
mania and Czech Republic. Furthermore, 
planning is in the pipeline for establishing 
partnership principles with developed 
countries, capitalizing on Egypt’s partici-
pation in the Egyptian-European Partner-
ship Agreement and its implementation. 
Thus, the Egyptian government becomes 
eligible for more support to implement 

more outcomes to reach the project final 
objective. Consequently, Egypt becomes a 
partner in the process of drafting and im-
plementing foreign projects. 
 
Bilateral Cooperation through Do-
nors Support 
 

Since the beginning of nineties, bilateral 
cooperation has been built on technical and 
financial support granted by the donors to 
enhance the environmental policies at that 
time.  These policies were based mainly on 
reducing pollution, in particular protecting 
the Nile river water, building capacities 
and protectorates, (Attached is a chart on 
completed projects). With environmental 
policies change in the new millennium and 
issuance of the national environmental ac-
tion plan (2002-2017), which prioritize in-
tegrating development and organizations, 
and enhancing information technology, 
technical assistance was directed towards 
initiating projects for adopting new envi-
ronmental policies, alongside supporting 
previous policies (Attached is a chart on 
ongoing projects). Egypt’s role changed, 
from a receiver of foreign assistance to a 
major partner in these projects. During the 
nineties, Egypt depended greatly on receiv-
ing external aid along with technical sup-
port assisting in achieving the projects ob-
jectives agreed upon.  
 
As for next stage starting with the new mil-
lennium, a number of outputs were identi-
fied to be implemented, so that the Egyp-
tian government can be eligible to receive 
more support for more outputs to achieve 
the project final objective. Thus, Egypt be-
came a partner in the process of designing 
and implementing foreign projects. 
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The twentieth century has witnessed an in-
creasing concern and effort to preserve the 
environment and raise environmental 
awareness of the necessity of protecting 
and preserving the environmental re-
sources. International conferences were 
held, regional and international treaties and 
agreements on preserving g the environ-
ment and nature were signed; and also lo-
cal legislations were issued in many coun-
tries to reveal this concern. 
 
The Egyptian legislator has issued several 
legislations reflecting the concern of pre-
serving the environment and its resources. 
This is clearly shown in the Egyptian penal 
code issued by law no. 58 of 1937 which 
stipulates a penalty for throwing anything 
in the way of passers-by that may hurt or 
harm them. It also imposes penalties for 
carelessness in cleaning or fixing chim-
neys, furnaces or labs where fire is used; 
for throwing stones, solid substances or 

wastes on cars, houses, buildings, gardens, 
pounds or properties owned by others; for 
throwing in the Nile, canals, drainages or 
other watercourses any tools that may hin-
der navigation or fill such watercourses. 
This law also penalizes cutting off growing 
plants in shops used for public benefit, re-
moving dust, stones or other substances 
from them without permission; producing 
noise at night in a way that annoys 
neighbors; and casting complex substances 
like animal wastes on building roofs and 
walls which may harm public health. 
 
The Egyptian legislator then issued many 
environmental legislations including: 
• Law no. 45 of 1949 on controlling noise 

and loudspeakers 
• Law no. 66 of 1953 on the use of fuel, 

coal and petrol materials 
• Law no. 86 of 1956 on mines and stone 

quarries 

   13-H  Environmental Legislations 
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  • Law no. 21 of 1958 on industry 
• Law no. 59 of 1960 on ionized activities 
• Law no.93 of 1982 on sanitary drainage 

and liquid wastes 
• Law no. 79 of 1961 on marine disasters 

and wreckage 
• Law no .53 of 1966 on agriculture. 
• Law no .38 of 1967 on public cleanli-

ness. 
• Law no.1 of 1973 on industrial estab-

lishments and noise prevention 
• Law no. 66 of 1973 on Traffic 
• Law no.106 of 1976 on Housing 
• Law no.52 of 1981 on pollution pre-

venting 
• Law no.3 of 1982 on urban planning 
• Law no.48 of 1982 on River Nile pro-

tection 
• Law no.102 of 1983 on natural reserves 
• Law no. 116/1983 on prohibiting the 

destruction of agricultural lands and 
preserving their fertility 

• Law no.12 of 1984 on irrigation and 
drainage 

 
In 1994, the legislator issued the first law 
for preserving the environment (law no. 4 
of 1944) considered an important environ-
mental event and a civilized leap, which 
made Egypt assume a high status among 
civilized countries that give special con-
cern to preserving the environment and 
combating its pollution. This law is consid-
ered the first Egyptian legislation aiming at 
environmental preservation setting an inte-
grated legal framework for such preserva-
tion. 
 
Key Features in Law 4/1994 on 
Environmental Protection 
 

• Recognizing the recent concern with the 
environment, and due to keenness on 
the clarity legal provisions guaranteeing 
its protection, and on the defining of 

terms included in its provisions, the leg-
islator included definition for 37 terms 
and phrases on applying the law provi-
sions, in the first article of the Preamble. 
The legislator also illustrated the admin-
istrative authorities responsible for pro-
tecting the aquatic environment in item 
38 of this article. 

 

• The law prepared a complete regulation 
for environmental management .It es-
tablished the Egyptian Environmental 
Affairs Agency (EEAA) for preserving 
and improving the environment, and 
reports to the Minister of Environmental 
Affairs. The Law approved establishing 
sub-branches in the Governorates, in 
accordance with a decree by the Minis-
ter of Environmental Affairs, giving pri-
ority to industrial governorates. 

 

• The Minister of Environmental Affairs 
already issued Decree No. 187/1995 
establishing eight regional branches 
(RBOs) for the agency. These are Cairo, 
West Delta (located in Alexandria), 
Middle Delta (located in Tanta), East 
Delta (located in Mansoura), the Canal 
branch (in Suez city), the Red Sea 
branch (in Hurghada), Northern Upper 
Egypt branch (in Assiout) and the 
Southern Upper Egypt (in Aswan). 

 

• In article Five, the law entrusted the 
EEAA with many terms of reference 
including setting the general policy and 
the plans necessary for environment 
preservation and development. EEAA is 
also responsible for following up the 
execution of these plans in coordination 
with the relevant administrative authori-
ties. The law also allowed EEAA to 
execute some pilot projects, and granted 
it other terms of reference such as set-
ting standards and conditions that 
should be followed by projects owners 
and establishments before construction 
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  and during operation; field follow up of 
implementing the standards and condi-
tions; taking action as stipulated by law 
against violators of such standards and 
conditions; setting bases and measures 
for projects' environmental impact as-
sessment; devising a plan for environ-
mental emergencies; administering and 
supervising natural protectorates and 
participating in setting and implement-
ing the National Program for Environ-
mental Monitoring and using its data. 

 

• The law established the principle of 
public participation in environmental 
management, devising environmental 
policies and issuing resolutions on envi-
ronmental affairs. It stipulated that 
EEAA board of directors is the supreme 
authority in its affairs and general pol-
icy. The Law, further, stipulated that 
this board shall be headed by the Minis-
ter of Environmental Affairs and formed 
of twenty members including three 
members representing NGOs, three rep-
resentatives of the business sector; two 
experts in environmental affairs and two 
members from universities and scien-
tific research centers. The law also 
granted each citizen or society con-
cerned with environmental affairs the 
right to report about any violation of the 
provisions of the environment law and 
allowed them to resort to competent ad-
ministrative and judicial bodies in order 
to enforce the provisions of the environ-
mental law and its executive regula-
tions; thereby allowing public participa-
tion in enforcing the environmental law 
and its executive regulations. 

 

• The legislator was also keen on provid-
ing EEAA with the necessary financing 
to help it perform its duties. Conse-
quently, the Environment Protection 
Fund was established, allocating its 

sources for achieving EEAA objectives 
in order to provide funding sources nec-
essary for overcoming environmental 
disasters and implementing pilot pro-
jects in the fields of protecting natural 
wealth, protecting environment from 
pollution, establishing and operating 
environmental monitoring networks, 
establishing and administrating natural 
protectorates, giving bonuses for special 
achievements and efforts made to pro-
tect the environment and supporting the 
EEAA’s infrastructure and developing 
its activities. 

 

• The legislator has adopted the carrot 
and stick principle; in addition to penal-
ties stipulated in the law, an incentives 
system has also been introduced. 
EEAA, in collaboration with the Minis-
try of Finance, was assigned to establish 
an incentives system that may be 
granted by EEAA or other administra-
tive bodies to authorities, establish-
ments and individuals who undertake 
actions or launch projects for preserving 
the environment. 

 

• In law no. 4 of 1994, the Egyptian legis-
lator has formulated a system that ne-
cessitates environmental evaluation of 
developmental activities before per-
forming them, which may minimize 
their negative impacts and increase their 
positive effects. Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) is considered a nec-
essary strategic tool ensuring environ-
mental protection, where the impact of 
projects and developmental activities is 
assessed before licensing. The law has 
mandated EEAA with developing an 
integrated institutional system including 
principles and standards for conducting, 
reviewing and commenting on EIA 
studies to ensure observing sound work 
environment; maximum limits for gase-
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  ous emissions and effluents in addition 
to the elimination of new sources of 
pollution. The law has also subjected 
new expansions or upgrading in existing 
facilities to the provisions of the afore-
mentioned environmental impact assess-
ment. As for establishments that already 
existed before the promulgation of this 
law, they have to comply with its provi-
sions within three years starting from 
the date of publishing its executive 
regulation. 

 

• Law 4/1994 follows the principle of 
transparency, environmental commit-
ment and enforcement. Owners of fa-
cilities have to keep a register of the im-
pact of their activities on the environ-
ment and to incorporate self-monitoring 
system in their establishments; Owners 
also have to report to EEAA immedi-
ately by a registered mail with acknowl-
edgement of receipt about any deviation 
from the standards and specifications of 
emitted or discharged pollutants and 
measures taken for correcting such de-
viations. The law has entrusted EEAA 
with follow-up of the said registry to 
ensure it contains realistic data, doing 
required sampling and carrying out ap-
propriate tests on an annual basis. In 
case of any violation, EEAA shall in-
form the competent administrative au-
thority to charge the establishment 
owner with correcting such violations 
within sixty days; otherwise, EEAA 
CEO shall take the following measures 
in coordination with the competent ad-
ministrative authority: 
1. Closure of the establishment 
2. Stopping the violating activity  
3. Court order of suitable compensa-

tions to treat the damages 
 

• The law includes a whole chapter on 
hazardous substances and wastes and 

banning their exchange without license 
from the competent authority. It has also 
banned their importation, entry or pas-
sage through Egyptian territories. The 
law has also banned the passage of any 
ships carrying hazardous wastes in terri-
torial waters or the Egyptian absolute 
economic Arab zone without a permit 
from the competent administrative au-
thority. The penalty for violating this 
rule is not less than five-year imprison-
ment and a fine not less than twenty 
thousand pounds and not more than 
forty thousands; requiring the importer 
of such wastes to re-export them at his 
own expense. 

 

• The law simplified marine environment 
preservation from land and sea pollution 
sources to include the territorial sea and 
the Egyptian economic area that extends 
to 200 marine km starting from the 
shore line. 

 
Law number 102 of 1983 on natu-
ral reserves 
 

Law no. 102 of 1983 stipulated in its article 
1 that a natural protectorate - according to 
its provisions – shall mean any area of 
land, coastal or internal water unique for its 
living organisms; plants, animals, or fish, 
or other natural phenomena with cultural, 
scientific, tourism or aesthetic values. A 
natural protectorate is announced by virtue 
of a Prime Minister’s decree upon the rec-
ommendation of EEAA. 
 
The law prohibited all actions, behaviors 
and measures that destroy, damage or 
cause deterioration to natural environment, 
or harm the wild and marine lives or plants 
or even affect their aesthetic level within 
the protected area.  
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  The law has particularly banned 
 

• Hunting, moving, killing or disturbing 
wild or marine organisms or doing any 
action that may harm them. 

• Hunting, taking or moving any organic 
substances or organisms like seashells, 
coral reefs, rocks or soil for any reason. 

• Spoiling or moving any existing plants 
in a protected area. 

• Spoiling or destroying geological or 
geographical formations or the areas 
considered habitats for flora and fauna 
species or for their reproduction. 

• Introducing foreign species to a pro-
tected area. 

• Polluting protectorate soil, air or water 
by any means. 

 
The law has banned establishing any build-
ings or establishments, or digging routes, 
or driving vehicles or practicing any agri-
cultural, industrial or commercial activities 
in a protected area without permission from 
the administrative authority, in conformity 
with rules, conditions and measures issued 
by virtue of a Cabinet resolution. 
 
The law has also banned all activities or 
actions in areas surrounding protectorates, 
by virtue of a Ministerial decree issued 
upon the recommendation of EEAA, if 
such areas may impact on the protectorate 
environment or its natural phenomena, 
unless permitted by the administrative au-
thority in charge. 
Law number 102/1983 has allowed envi-
ronment preservation societies to resort to 
administrative and judicial authorities in 
order to carry out the laws and resolutions 
on the protection of natural protectorates. 
 
The law has also established a special Pro-
tectorates Fund for managing funds, dona-
tions and aids allocated for natural protec-

torates and their entrance fees - if applica-
ble – as well as revenues from fines result-
ing from enforcing the Law’s provisions. 
Such money shall be allocated for the fol-
lowing purposes: 
• Increasing the budget of authorities en-

trusted with the enforcement of the law. 
• Contributing to improving protectorates 

environment  
• Conducting necessary studies and re-

search in this field 
• Providing bonuses to inspectors and 

officers reporting violations to the pro-
visions of this law. It is worth noting 
that the Protectorates Fund resources 
were passed on to the Environment Pro-
tection Fund by virtue of law 4/1994. 

 
Ministers’ Council Decrees were issued 
successively declaring the natural protec-
torates that reached 24 natural protectorates 
(representing 10% of Egypt's surface area). 
A natural protectorates network is sup-
posed to be completed till the number 
reaches 40 natural protectorates covering 
nearly 17% of the Egypt’s surface area. 
 
Law no.48 of 1982 on River Nile 
and watercourses protection from 
pollution 
 

This law was issued on the 21st of June 
1982 with the objective of protecting the 
River Nile and watercourses from pollu-
tion. Article 1 specified the watercourses 
protected by the law: 
 

1. Fresh water surfaces: 
• The River Nile with its branches and 

valleys 
• Larger canals, canals of all kinds 

and articulates 
2. Non-fresh water surfaces: 

• All kinds of drains 
• Lakes 
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  • Pools, closed water surfaces and 
runlets  

3. Ground water tanks 
 
The law banned throwing or draining away 
solid, liquid or gas wastes from buildings, 
shops, commercial, industrial or tourist es-
tablishments, sanitary drainage and other 
watercourses of all lengths or surfaces 
without a license from the Ministry of Irri-
gation according to the standards and regu-
lations determined in a resolution issued by 
the Minister of Irrigation upon the recom-
mendation of the Minister of Health. The 
license determines the standards and speci-
fications required for each case. 
 
The law has mandated Ministry of Health 
agencies with conducting periodical tests 
of samples of processed liquid wastes 
thrown by establishments licensed to dis-
charge their wastes in watercourses; and 
informing the Ministry of Irrigation and the 
party concerned with the analysis results. 
The law specified the measures that should 
be followed in each case according to test 
results. 
 
The law has also regulated licensing the 
establishment of new floating houses and 
renewing licenses for existing ones. It as-
signed the Ministry of Irrigation with giv-
ing permissions to build any establishments 
with wastes to be discharges in water-
courses. 
 
The law has prohibited fuel leakage from 
river units used for tourism or transporta-
tion in watercourses. 
 
The law has entrusted water surfaces po-
lice, which reports to the Ministry of Inte-
rior, with conducting regular inspection 
patrols along watercourses, and helping the 
agencies concerned in controlling wastes, 

eliminating the causes of pollution and re-
porting of any violations. 
 
International Legislations 
 

In addition to national environmental pro-
tection legislation there are a set of legisla-
tions aiming at protecting the environment 
and preserving environmental natural re-
sources. These are represented in 55 inter-
national agreements, treaties and protocols 
signed and ratified by Egypt and included 
in annex 5 to this report. Pursuant to the 
text of article 151 of the constitution, such 
treaties shall have the power of law follow-
ing their conclusion, ratification and pub-
lishing according to decreed rules. 
 
Constraints Against Implementa-
tion of Environmental Legislation 
 

In a World Bank study conducted in 1996, 
in cooperation with environmental agen-
cies, in six major developing countries; 
namely, Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, 
Mexico and the Philippines, it was indi-
cated that environmental policies in these 
countries focused mainly on legislations as 
a means of preserving the environment and 
there are numerous problems hampering 
the work of competent agencies and offices 
in these countries. These problems can be 
summarized in the following: 
1. The difficulty of listing and recording 

information on factories’ emissions. 
2. Bureaucratic complications encountered 

during registering data on air or water 
quality at environmental offices, when 
they are connected to the authorities 
responsible for registering publications. 

3. The lack of competencies and experi-
ence at environmental offices and agen-
cies. This is shown through the infor-
mation on the benefits of experimental 
programs, and the use of outcomes to 
specify priorities in distributing scarce 
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  resources and the small number of 
trained inspectors qualified to work in 
this field. 

4. Lack of political support necessary for 
serious implementation of environ-
mental programs. Such programs are 
sometimes even met with objection and 
political rejection, resistance and aban-
donment of implementation. In such 
cases, it is hard to control pollution and 
provide for the expenses and burdens of 
combating. 

 
The situation in Egypt is not different form 
that in similar major developing countries. 
Despite the abundance of laws aiming at 
preserving the environment and its re-
sources; the support provided for the envi-
ronment by political leadership and the call 
for taking into account all environmental 
considerations in state-owned projects, yet 
the actual application of environmental leg-
islations faces the same problems in Egypt 
as those faced by its counterparts. These 
problems can be summarized in the follow-
ing: 
1. Although MSEA has established an in-

formation center supplied with up-to-
date equipment of information and 
communication technology, together 
with an integrated network for exchang-
ing environmental data and information 
between MSEA, EEAA and the eight 
RBOs in Cairo, Alexandria, Tanta, 
Mansoura, Suez, Asiout, Aswan and 
Hurghada, yet, there is a difficulty in 
listing and registering data on factories 
emissions in Egyptian Governorates 
and other establishments that produce 
environmentally polluting emissions 
and discharges, such as, clay brick fac-
tories, potteries, coal kilns, lead smelt-
ers and foundries and lime industries…
etc. 

 

2. The lack of technical staff and qualified 

experts necessary for implementing en-
vironmental legislations and shoulder-
ing responsibilities given to the EEAA 
and its five newly established RBOs. 
Local agencies could not effectively 
participate in environmental manage-
ment because of the deficiency in the 
EMUs potentials and the humble ex-
perience enjoyed by their staff, and the 
lack of coordination between the 
EEAA, the ministries and competent 
administrative agencies concerned with 
the environment. These facts require 
support from EEAA and its eight 
RBOs, through environmental special-
ists and environmental affairs experts, 
in addition to competing the establish-
ment of EEAA RBOs in each gover-
norate. Hence, EEAA will be able to 
perform its duties in all Governorates, 
and support EMUs in municipalities so 
that they would assist EEAA and its 
RBOs in preserving the environment 
and in the actual and effective enforce-
ment of environmental legislations. 

 

3. The redundancy of authorities assigned 
with executing environmental legisla-
tions and the lack of coordination be-
tween them. In addition to the MSEA 
and EEAA, the Ministry of Water Re-
sources and Irrigation is also assigned 
with executing the provisions of law 
48/1982 on River Nile and Water-
courses Protection From Pollution The 
Ministry of Health is legally mandated 
with sampling and analysis of samples 
and with reporting results to the Minis-
try of Water Resources and Irrigation. 
The Environment and Water Surface 
Police of the Ministry of Interior is also 
assigned with assisting irrigation engi-
neers in apprehending crimes that vio-
late the provisions of the law. Further, 
the sanitary drainage Authorities and 
the Ministry of Housing and Utilities 
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  play a role in implementing the same 
law as well as law 93/1962 on wastes 
discharges into public drains. More-
over, many bodies cooperate with 
EEAA in preserving sea water surfaces 
from pollution, including the Ports and 
Beacons Authority, the Suez Canal Au-
thority, Ports Authorities in the Arab 
Republic of Egypt, the Egyptian Public 
Shore Protection Authority, the Egyp-
tian Public Petroleum Authority, the 
General Authority for Tourism Devel-
opment and the General Administration 
of Environment and Water Surface Po-
lice. 

 
The Ministry of Labor has also an impor-
tant role in protecting the work environ-
ment within establishments through navi-
gation and vocational health inspectors. 
Ministries of Agriculture and Industry have 
similar significant roles in preserving the 
environment, which may require some kind 
of coordination between these ministries 
and authorities. It may be suitable to form 
an authority or a supreme council for the 
environment headed by the prime minister 
and comprising ministries and authorities 
concerned with the environment. The Min-
ister of State for Environmental Affairs is 
to be the Secretary General for this pro-
posed authority or council, whereas the 
EEAA technical administrations, headed 
by the executive director of the EEAA, is 
to be responsible for the technical secre-
tariat of this proposed authority or council. 
 
4. The lack of environmental awareness of 

citizens and those in charge of manag-
ing different projects and establish-
ments, and even those responsible for 
environmental legislations, in addition 
to their incomplete knowledge of some 
environmental provisions and the pow-
ers granted to them thereby. This re-

quires raising environmental awareness; 
holding environmental cultural courses; 
promoting environmental legislations 
and training those in charge of imple-
mentation on its procedures and on the 
practice of judicial control by the judi-
cial control officers. 

 

5. The inability of many industrial public 
and business sectors facilities, as well 
as some private sector establishments to 
economize the financial burdens neces-
sary for compliance with the provisions 
of the law, because of economic con-
straints and the tendency towards pri-
vatizing business and public sector es-
tablishments – a fact that has disabled 
such facilities and establishments from 
abiding by environmental regulations, 
standards and rates stipulated upon in 
legislations. 

 

6. The negligence of applying such legis-
lations to former facilities, due to their 
hard economic situation and the social 
dimension resulting from the execution 
of such legislations and the consequent 
harm impacting the interests of workers 
in such industrial facilities. 

 

7. The lack of legal regulations for practic-
ing environmentalists or environmental 
experts and specialists’ functions: un-
qualified persons conduct Environ-
mental Impact Assessment studies for 
facilities and project, develop their en-
vironmental plans, and environmentally 
review their compliance. This results in 
several environmental performance de-
ficiencies and exposes those in charge 
of managing such facilities to grave 
risks. Therefore, it is necessary to set 
forth legal regulations for practicing 
such functions and develop a pool of 
expert environmentalists to resort to in 
implementing such tasks and for re-
viewing EA studies conducted for new 
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  projects or expansions and improve-
ments of existing ones. 

 

8. Article no.65 of the executive regula-
tion of law 4/1994, promulgated by 
Prime Minister decree 338/1995, as-
signed the Ministry of Interior, in coor-
dination with the EEAA, to establish 
specialized police for environmental 
preservation within the Ministry and 
Security Directorates in Governorates to 
be entrusted with enforcing environ-
ment preservation laws and decrees, 
receiving complaints and reports on this 
regard and taking legal action there-
upon. Despite the lapse of 10 years 
since the promulgation of this law, the 
Ministry of Interior has only bestowed 
the title of “Environment and Water 
Surfaces Police” on the existing Water 
Surfaces Police units, without taking 
any further legal measures necessary to 
authorize them to undertake measures 
stipulated in article 65 or to even estab-
lish departments at security directorates 
all over the Egypt’s Governorates or 
provide sufficient number of policemen 
to undertake this duty. This is one of the 
obstacles hindering the execution of 
legislations, primarily law 4 of 1994. 

 

9. Article no. 17 of the Environmental 
Law no. 4/1994 has stipulated that 
EEAA and the Ministry of Finance 
shall establish an incentive system to be 
granted by EEAA or competent admin-
istrative bodies to authorities, establish-
ments and individuals and other entities 
working on activities or projects that 
aim at preserving the environment. Arti-
cle 18 has stipulated the necessity of 
submitting the above-mentioned incen-
tive systems to EEAA board, and has 
stipulated that they have to be certified 
by the Prime Minister. Despite the lapse 
of 10 years since issuing the law, this 

system has not been developed yet and, 
consequently a whole chapter of the law 
has not come into force. Thus, the 
aforementioned incentive system has to 
be developed promptly as one of the 
most effective methods of enforcing 
environmental legislation. 

 
Future Vision 
 

The Ministry has developed a draft for in-
troducing amendments to the executive 
regulation provisions for overcoming its 
shortages, developing performance and up-
grading the levels and standards that have 
to be complied with by establishments and 
projects before construction and during op-
eration, as well as to recognizing environ-
mental loads of pollutants while undertak-
ing EIA studies for establishments. Meas-
ures are currently being taken for issuing a 
Prime Minister’s decree promulgating such 
amendments.  
 
The Ministry is currently undertaking nec-
essary measures to review the provisions of 
laws 102/1983 and 4/1994 to consider in-
troducing required amendments thereon 
that have been proven necessary following 
the practical application of the laws. 
 



 

 



 

 

 
 
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First: Rural And Urban Regions 
Environmental Development Pro-
gram which includes: 
 

1- Supporting the Environment Friendly 
Egyptian Village Program: 
• It includes supporting Community De-

velopment Associations (CDAs) in the 
village and employing village youths to 
achieve more stability in light of the 
SEAM project experience implemented 
by Ministry of the State for Environ-
ment Affairs (MSEA) in five gover-
norates (Qena – Sohag – Dakahliya – 
Damietta – South Sinai). 

• Transferring the migration current from 
the village to old cities towards new 
cities. 

• Providing pure water and sanitary 
drainage services for village people, 
while setting its cordon. 

 

2- Environment Friendly Cities pro-
gram: 
• Through increasing new industrial city 

investments and attaching importance 
to assessing environmental impact of 
their urban and regional plans. 

 
3- Old existing cities Environmental De-
velopment Program:  
• Through developing squatter areas in-

side city borders. 
• Effectuating solid waste accumulations 

disposal program and initiating a na-
tional program for recycling wastes to 
be one of the promising industries. 

• Establishing the green belt around 
Greater Cairo and the Egyptian cities. 
Controlling Egyptian cities air pollution 
rate in transportation, energy and indus-
try sectors through expanding natural 
gas, periodic inspection, transferring 
pollutants outside cities and establish-

    14           Future Vision for  
         Environmental Action in Egypt   
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  ing industrial zones for each industry 
with a special environmental manage-
ment. 

 
Second: Agricultural land Protec-
tion Program and Environmental 
Agriculture (Protecting lands): 
 

1. Implementing environmental agricul-
ture program, expanding organic agri-
culture, limiting the use of pesticides 
and depending on biological overcom-
ing. 

2.  Enumerating vacant land and its culti-
vation with vegetables and fruits as well 
as protecting agricultural lands from 
unplanned urban expansions. 

3. Dealing with Desertification Program 
through the Northern Coast belt and the 
Nile Valley plans, reclaimed desert 
lands which have a common infrastruc-
ture with the old valley, as well as the 
oases and desert lands action plan. 

4. Ceasing to burn agricultural wastes and 
establishing waste recycling plants with 
a first stage of 25 plants. 

 
Third: The Cleaner Production 
Plan (Clean development mecha-
nism): 
 

1. In application of the Weather Change 
Agreement approved by the Egyptian 
People’s Assembly, the MSEA shall 
start with establishing the clean produc-
tion mechanism and relevant national 
council and shall continue with protect-
ing the ozone layer through developing 
industry processes depending on ozone 
environment friendly materials. 

2. Applying the Persistent Organic Pollut-
ants (POPs) Agreement, limiting the 
use of organic pollutants and control-
ling its outputs. 

3. Applying material and hazardous 

wastes management systems, particu-
larly in Egyptian industries, while ex-
panding the financing packages of the 
environment friendly Egyptian industry 
with loans facilitating benefit from 
Egyptian industry modernization pro-
gram to develop environmental man-
agement systems. 

4. Continuing with the transfer of the most 
significant polluting industries, such as: 
(tanneries, foundries, stone factories, 
crushers, coal, kilns and pottery). 

5. Expanding applied energy systems and 
natural gas, encouraging recycling, 
closed circles, establishing treatment 
units, establishing linkage with sanitary 
drainage and industrial networks. 
Establishing Egyptian industry environ-
mental management program in each 
of: 

(New industrial cities, free invest-
ment zones and private industrial 
zones, small and medium indus-
tries, spread industries, industrial 
zones in governorates). 

 
Fourth: Environmental Tourism, 
Protectorates, Coasts and Seas 
Protection Plan: 
 

1. Encouraging the idea of environmental 
tourism and attaching attention to in-
creasing the number of natural protec-
torates to 40. 

2. Implementing Integrated Coastal Man-
agement Program, protecting the sea for 
a 200 meters distance and preventing 
filling up or changing the coast. 

3. Implementing Sea Water Quality Pro-
tection from Pollution Program and pro-
tecting the coral reef line. 

4. Applying a special program to limit 
disasters and accidents and availing 
necessary emergency plans and equip-
ment. 
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  Fifth: Protecting the River Nile 
and maintaining water quality in 
the river and its lakes: 
 

1. Through the River Nile Protection plan 
which comprises 12 programs for pro-
tecting the river water and lakes quality 
as well as protecting a part of the River 
Nile, the River girder and coast from 
violations of establishments and filling 
up. 

2. Nile Lakes and Wet Lands Protection 
Program, including Nasser, Al-
Manzala, Mariot, Al Borlos, Edco and 
Al Temsah lakes. 

3. Implementing an environment friendly 
tourism and river transportation pro-
gram to protect the Nile from the effect 
of 357 floating bodies and 400 scows 
and encouraging environment friendly 
river transportation through depending 
on treatment units and environmental 
river moorings. 

 
Sixth: Applied, Renewable and 
New Energy Program: 
 

1. Expanding winds energy and energy 
produced from solid and agricultural 
wastes, biogas and natural gas. 

2. Limiting the use of gas oil and solar, 
while developing the Egyptian fuel. 

3. Rationalizing the consumption of en-
ergy as a means to limit its negative and 
economic effects. 

4. Expanding electricity energy produced 
from the  River  Nile and  vaults as it  is  

     a clean, non-polluting energy. 
 
Seventh: Environment Friendly 
Transportation Program: 
 

1. Expanding developed and clean collec-
tive transportation to limit the use of 
private cars that depend on solar and 
benzene and encouraging electric trans-

portation such as the metro, monorail 
and tram. 

2. Transferring the fuel used by 4500 pub-
lic transportation buses to natural gas, 
encouraging the use of natural gas by 
tourism and private buses as well as mi-
crobuses, minibuses, taxis and increas-
ing the number of natural gas stations 
and garages, starting in greater Cairo. 

3. Encouraging transportation outside the 
city and capital, limiting crowding ac-
tivities inside these cities towards the 
outside, such as governmental service 
areas, markets and workshops, while 
starting the implementation of the sec-
ond ring road around Greater Cairo. 

4. Encouraging river transportation 
through the River Nile in Greater Cairo 
to Upper Egypt governorates, while in-
creasing the number of moorings, set-
ting the navigation line and linking 
moorings with sanitary drainage net-
works. 

5. Fast application of river navigation 
lines: 
• Al Temsah lake, Ismailia Canal, 

Athar El Nabi 
• Damietta port Damietta branch, Al 

Kanater Al Khairiya 
• Al Mahmoudia Canal Rashid branch, 

Al Kanater Al Khairiya 
Encouraging river transportation of passen-
gers and goods, while using environment 
friendly ships or floating bodies. 
 
Eighth: Human Development and 
Public Participation Program: 
 

1. Attaching attention to the environ-
mental health affecting the Egyptian 
citizen, a child, youth, woman and adult 
and protecting food from pollution, in 
addition to protection against polluted 
air and water. 

2. Public participation through the Woman 
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  Unit, Civil Associations Unit, Industry 
Unit, then Youths Unit, managing ur-
ban, rural and coastal regions develop-
ment through cooperation with its in-
habitants. 

3. Awareness, media information and en-
vironmental education through schools, 
universities, youth centers and informa-
tion means. 
 

Ninth: Institutional Development 
(Legis la t ive /Adminis trat ive /
Financial): 
 

1. Amending the executive regulation of 
Law No. 4 of the year 1994. 

2. Adjusting the EEAA organizational ad-
ministrative structure includes: 
• Environment Quality sector (air, wa-

ter, land). 
• Development activities environ-

mental  management  sector 
(agriculture, industry, tourism, hous-
ing, energy, transportation). 

• Natural protectorates sector. 
• Regional branches, governorates and 

environmental inspection sector. 
• Media and information sector. 
• International cooperation for plan-

ning and emergency sector. 
• Financial, administrative, legal and 

environment financing sector. 
• The EEAA shall comprise 5 main 

sectors of all environmental activity 
planners. 

3. Increasing environmental project and 
activity resources and financing through 
non- traditional resources: 
• Applying “The polluter shall pay the 

price” principle on each person sub-
ject to environmental minutes. 

• Applying the principle of environ-
mental incentive on each person who 
cares for and protects the environ-
ment. 

Using non-traditional resources: 
a) Applying the idea of plane tickets 

on land, sea and river transporta-
tion tickets to increase resources. 

b) Imposing a money percentage on 
all kinds of imported and industri-
alized cigarettes, in addition to 
coal and tobacco production facto-
ries, water pipes, coffee shop ac-
tivities, gas oil and solar. 

c) Increasing the percentage of dona-
tions and agencies through spread-
ing environment protection funds 
in clubs, amusement parks, thea-
tres, cinemas, banks and exchange 
companies. 

 
Tenth: Environmental Interna-
tional Cooperation Program: 

 

1. Expanding technical, administrative, 
training relationships with countries 
developed in environmental manage-
ment systems. 

2. Expanding financial relations with in-
ternational “environmental grants” 
sources, whether governmental, private, 
civil or whether Egypt depends only on 
governmental resources for interna-
tional finance. 

3. Spreading detailed information on the 
Egyptian environmental activity in em-
bassies and cultural attachés to improve 
Egypt’s environmental image. 
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Estimated Investment for Industrial Pollution Control  
in Alexandria 

Annex 2 

Information 
source 

Investments 
in US$ Projects Institutions 

UNEP/Dutch Gov. 60,000,000 
Water recycling, limiting wastes, 

black liquid, restoring, liquid wastes 
treatment 

Rakta Papers Company 

AQ IEMP/STC 8,000,000 Liquid wastes treatment, cleaner 
production 

The National Company 
for Papers 

AQ IEMP/STC 14,000,000 Urea, restoring nitrates from water, 
recycling Abu Kier for fertilizers 

AQ IEMP/STC 7,500,000 Restoring acids, adjustment 
processes, liquid wastes treatment Asmadi 

AQ IEMP/STC 5,300,000 
Restoring chemicals, water recycling 

and cleaner production, 
industrializing wastes or remains 

Misr Rion 

AQ IEMP/STC 5,300,000 Cleaner production, industrializing 
wastes or remains 

Al Aghzia for 
industrialized milk 

products 

EPAP Audit 8,000,000 Monitoring network, water recycling, 
restoring acids and water treatment 

National Alexandria 
Company for iron 

Company 
estimates 4,500,500 Water recycling, restoring chemicals The Egyptian Company 

for chemicals 

EPAP Audit 8,000,000 Restoring chromium, cleaner 
production, water treatment Al Nasr for tanning 

Company 
estimates 12,000,000 Water recycling and treatment, 

production processes adjustment 
Alexandria for petroleum 

refining 

EPAP Audit 7,600,000 

Colors harmony, water recycling, 
updating industrial liquid drainage 

treatment resulting from production 
processes in the establishment 

Al Amria for spinning 
and weaving 

EPAP Audit 9,500,000 Chemicals recycling and restoring Al Masria for 
petrochemicals 

EPAP Audit 12,000,000 Water recycling, production 
processes development Al Amria for refining 
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The Executive Stance of Solid Waste Management Projects  
and Public Cleaning in Governorates 

Annex 3 

Governorate Executive stance from privatization Notes 
Alexandria Onix French Company   

North Sinai Hilo Care Company of Al Areesh region only   

Suez Kuwaiti Tanzafco   

Port Said Misr Service Company   

Cairo Northern area: Om Al Arab and the Arab 
Contractors companies 

  

Western area: Europe Seir Spanish Company   

Eastern area: FCC Spanish Company   

Southern area: Europe 2000 and Al Fostat 
companies 

  

Aswan Care Service Company, a Spanish Company 
and Dala Company 

In Aswan, Edfo and Kom Umbo 

Giza Southern area: Al Giza Company for Envi-
ronmental Services (FCC Spanish Company) 

Southern Giza, Al Haram, Al 
Omrania and Bolak Al Daktour 
districts 

Northern area: The International Company 
for Environmental Services (Jackros Italian 
Company) 

Working in northern Giza, 
Dokki and Agouza districts 

Giza Cleanliness and Beautification Au-
thority 

Abu Al Nomros, Al Hawam-
diya, Al Badrasheen, Al Warak, 
Awsim councils and cities. 
There is current work ongoing 
in other city and markaz coun-
cils. 

Qena The project is self implemented in Qena city 
and other governorate cities and youth gradu-
ates are being employed 

  

Luxor Amoun Company for cleanliness and beautifi-
cation 

  

Al Gharbia Cairo Service Company in Tanta city, Al Na-
gar service Company in Mahla 

  

New Valley The project is self implemented and youth 
graduates are being employed 

  

Damietta Hilo Care Service Company in Tanta and Ras 
El Bar cities (It works in Ras El Bar during 
summer) 

  

Al Dakahliya The solid wastes integrated management proc-
esses haven’t been privatized 
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Governorate Executive stance from privatization Notes 
Al Sharkiya The solid wastes integrated management proc-

esses haven’t been privatized 
  

Al Fayoum The solid wastes integrated management proc-
esses haven’t been privatized 

  

Asiout The solid wastes integrated management proc-
esses haven’t been privatized 

  

Kafr Al Sheikh The solid wastes integrated management proc-
esses haven’t been privatized 

  

Al Menoufia The solid wastes integrated management proc-
esses haven’t been privatized 

  

South Sinai The solid wastes integrated management proc-
esses haven’t been privatized 

  

Ismailiya The solid wastes integrated management proc-
esses haven’t been privatized 

  

Red Sea The solid wastes integrated management proc-
esses haven’t been privatized 

  

Beni Suef The solid wastes integrated management proc-
esses haven’t been privatized 

  

Sohag The solid wastes integrated management proc-
esses haven’t been privatized 

  

Matrouh The solid wastes integrated management proc-
esses haven’t been privatized 

  

Al Qalioubiya The solid wastes integrated management proc-
esses haven’t been privatized 

  

Al Behira The solid wastes integrated management proc-
esses haven’t been privatized 

  

Source: Wastes General Department – EEAA 
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Waste Recycling Plants Established in Governorates to Date 
Proposed Sited for Implementing 2002/2003 Plan  

Annex 4 

Governorates 
Garbage 
amount 
Ton/day 

Number of plants distributed on three lines 
Proposed sites 

for selecting the 
plan 

City 
name 

Year 
96/97 

City 
name 

Year 
98/99 

City 
name 

Year 
99/ 

2000 

City 
name 

No. of 
plants 

Cairo 9000     Al 
Katam
iya 

3 15th 
May 

10     

Giza 4288 Shobra
mant 

1 2 
Shobr
amant 
1 Abu 
Rawas
h 

3     Extens
ion of 
Shobra
mant 
plants 

2 

Al Qalioubiya 3185               

Alexandria 2400  Abees 1 Monta
za 

1         

Al Behira 1994 Damanh
our 

1     Kafr 
El 
Dawar 

1 Kom 
Hamad
a 

1 

Matrouh 470     Matro
uh 

1         

Menoufiya 1170     Meno
uf 

1         

Al Gharbiya 1713     Al 
Mahal
a 

1     Tanta 2 

Kafr El Sheikh 1603     Kafr 
El 
Sheik
h 

1 Bela 1 Seidi 
Salem 

1 

Damietta 988         Ras El 
Bar 

1 Damie
tta 

1 

Al Dakahliya 3600 Al 
Mansou
ra 

1 Belkas 1 Meet 
Ghamr 

1 Aga 
Al 
Manza
la 

2 

North Sinai 217     Al 
Arees
h 

1         
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Governorates 
Garbage 
amount 
Ton/day 

Number of plants distributed on three lines 
Proposed sites 

for selecting the 
plan 

City 
name 

Year 
96/97 

City 
name 

Year 
98/99 

City 
name 

Year 
99/ 

2000 

City 
name 

No. of 
plants 

South Sinai 295     Sharm 
El 
Sheik
h 

1         

Port Said 625             Port 
Fouad 

1 

Ismailiya 628 Ismailiy
a 

1 Ismail
iya 

          

Suez 400     Suez 1         
Al Sharkiya 1626         Balbee

s 
1 Abu 

Kebir 
Derb 
Negm 

2 

Beni Suef 738 Beni 
Suef Al 
Gedida 

1     Samast
a 

1     

Al Menya 1096 Al 
Menya 
Al 
Gedida 

1     Malaw
i 

1 Samal
ot 
Al 
Adwa 

2 

Al Fayoum 554 Al 
Fayoum 

1             

Asiout 848                 
New Valley 75             Al 

Kharg
a 

1 

Sohag 783 Sohag 
Al 
Gedida 

1             

Qena 944         Qena 1 Nagaa 
Hamad
i 

1 

Aswan 553     Aswa
n 

1 Edfo 1     

Red Sea 205 Hurgha
da 

1             

Luxor 150 Luxor 1             
Total 26160   10   15   19   19 

Source: Ministry of Local Development  
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Agreements 

Annex  5 

Field No. Agreement or Convention 
Date of ratification (r), 

enforcement (e) or 
signing (s) 

Air or noise 
pollution 

1 An Agreement On Protecting Workers 
From Work Dangers in the Practical 

Environment due to Air, Noise Pollution 
And Vibrations 

4 May 1988 (r) 

Bio-diversity 2 An Agreement on Protecting Wet Lands 
Of International Importance 

9 September 1988 (r) 
9 September 1988 (e) 
9 September 1988 (s) 

  3 An Agreement on Protecting Flora And 
Fauna 

21 February 1935 (r) 
14 January 1936 (e) 

  4 The International Agreement For 
Organizing The Fishing of Whales 

8 September 1981 (e) 

  5 An Agreement on Establishing a Public 
Council For Fisheries in the 

Mediterranean Countries 

19 February 1951 (r) 

  6 The International Agreement on 
Protecting Plants 

22 July 1953 (r) 

  7 The African Agreement on Protecting 
Nature and Natural Resources 

16 March 1972 (r) 

  8 A Protocol on Modifying the Agreement 
on Protecting Wet Lands of International 

Importance 

9 September 1988 (r) 

  9 An Agreement on Organizing 
International Trade in Plants And Animals 

Threatened of Extinction 

4 January 1978 (r) 
4 April 1978 (e) 

  10 An Agreement on Protecting Migrating 
Animals (Bonn) 

11 February 1982 (r) 
1 November 1983 (e) 

  11 An Agreement on Bio-Diversity 2 June 1994 (r) 

  12 An Agreement on Establishing An 
Organization For Protecting Far East 

Plants 

13 April 1995 (r) 

Climate 
change 

13 The UN Agreement on Climate Change 5 December 1994 (r) 

  14 Kyoto Protocol 15 March 1999 (s) 

Cultural 
heritage 

15 An Agreement On Protecting Cultural 
And Natural International Heritage 

7 February 1974 (r) 
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Field No. Agreement or Convention 
Date of ratification (r), 

enforcement (e) or 
signing (s) 

Desertification 16 The UN Agreement on Overcoming 
Desertification in Countries Suffering 

From Severe Dryness or Desertification, 
Particularly In Africa 

7 July 1995 (r) 

Seas Law 17 The UN Agreement on Seas Law 26 August 1983 (r) 

  18 An Agreement on Implementing The 
Sixth Part of the UN Convention on Seas 

Law 10 December 1982 

22 March 1995 (s) 

  19 An Agreement on Implementing UN 
Convention Items of The Seas Law 10 

December 1982 Relevant To The 
Protection and Management of Fish 

Migration 

5 December 1985 (s) 

  20 The UN Agreement on Ships Registration 
Terms 

9 January 1992 (r) 

Coasts 
pollution with 

oil 

21 The International Convention on 
Preventing Seas Pollution With Oil 

22 July 1963 (e) 

  22 The International Convention on 
Interfering in High Seas in Cases of 

Disasters Resulting From Pollution With 
Oil 

3 February 1989 (r) 
4 May 1989 (e) 

  23 The Protocol on Cooperating in 
Combating The Mediterranean Pollution 
With Oils and Other Things in Cases of 

Emergency 

24 August 1978 (r) 
23 September 1978 (e) 

Coasts 
pollution 

24 The Protocol on interfering in High Seas 
in Case of Sea Pollution with other 

Materials Rather than Oil 

3 February 1989 (r) 
4 May 1989 (e) 

  25 Convention on Preventing Sea Pollution 
Resulting From Disposal of Wastes and 

other Things 1972 

30 July 1992 (r) 

  26 Protocol 1996 on The Convention 
Preventing Sea Pollution Resulting From 
Disposal Of Wastes And Other Things 

1972 

1996 (s) 

  27 Protocol 1978 on The International 
Convention Preventing Pollution 

Resulting From Ships 1973 

7 November 1986 (e) 

  28 The Convention On Protecting The 
Mediterranean From Pollution 

(Barcelona) 

24 August 1978 (r) 
23 September 1978 (e) 
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Field No. Agreement or Convention 

Date of ratification (r), 
enforcement (e) or 

signing (s) 

  30 Protocol on Protecting the Mediterranean 
Coasts From Pollution Resulting from 

Burying Cargo Vessels and Planes 

24 August 1978 (r) 
23 September 1978 (e) 

  31 Modifying the Protocol on Protecting the 
Mediterranean Coasts from Pollution 

Resulting from Burying Cargo Vessels 
and Planes 

10 June 1995 (s) 

  32 Protocol on Protecting the Mediterranean 
Coasts from Pollution Resulting from 

Land Sources 

18 May 1983 (r) 
17 June 1983 (e) 

  33 Modifying the Protocol on Protecting the 
Mediterranean Coasts from Pollution 

Resulting from Land Sources 

7 March 1996 (s) 

Nuclear 
energy, 

hazardous 
materials 

and wastes 

34 Protocol on Preventing the Mediterranean 
Pollution From Hazardous Wastes  

Through Boundaries and its Disposal 

1 October 1996 (s) 

  35 Basel Agreement on Controlling 
Transportation through Boundaries to 
Dispose Hazardous Materials through 

landfill 

8 January 1993 (r) 

  36 Modifying Basel Agreement on 
Controlling Transportation through 
Boundaries to Dispose Hazardous 

Materials through Landfill 

22 September 1995 (s) 

  37 Bamaco Agreement on Preventing the 
import of Hazardous Materials, the 

Management And Control of its 
Transportation through Boundaries inside 

Africa 

30 January 1991 (s) 

  38 A Convention on Offering Help in Cases 
of Nuclear Accidents or Emergencies 

17 October 1988 (r) 
17 November 1988 (e) 

  39 Nuclear Safety Agreement 20 September 1994 (s) 

  40 An International Convention on Civil 
Liability Towards Harms Resulting from 

Pollution with Oil 

3 February 1989 (s) 
4 May 1989 (e) 

  41 Protocol 1992 on Modifying the 
International Convention on Civil 

Liability towards Harms Resulting from 
Pollution With Oil 1969 

21 April 1995 (r) 

 29 Modifying the Convention Protecting the 
Mediterranean from Pollution 

10 June 1995 (s) 
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Field No. Agreement or Convention 
Date of ratification (r), 

enforcement (e) or 
signing (s) 

  42 The Convention on Regional Cooperation 
in Combating or Overcoming Pollution 
Through Pollution and other Hazardous 

Materials in Cases of Emergency 

20 August 1990 (e) 

  43 The International Convention on Rising 
Awareness, Responsibility and 

Cooperation Regarding Pollution from Oil 

14 March 1991 (r) 
14 July 1996 (e) 

  44 The International Agreement on Salvage 14 March 1991 (r) 
14 July 1996 (e) 

  45 Convention on Establishing The African 
Economic Unity Committee 

26 January 1993 (r) 

  46 An Agreement on Establishing a 
Committee to Combat Desert Locusts in 

The Far East 

6 July 1967 (r) 
21 April 1969 (e) 

  47 The Tropical Woods Agreement 1995/00/9 (r) 

  48 The Tropical Woods Agreement 1994 8 November 1994 (s) 

  49 Vienna Convention on Protecting the 
Ozone Layer 

9 May 1988 (r) 

  50 Montreal Protocol on Materials Harmful 
to the Ozone Layer 

2 August 1988 (r) 

  51 (London) Modifying Montreal Protocol on 
Materials Harmful to the Ozone Layer 

13 January 1993 (r) 

  52 (Copenhagen) Modifying Montreal 
Protocol on Materials Harmful to the 

Ozone Layer 

28 June 1994 (r) 

Protectorates 53 Protocol On Protectorates in the 
Mediterranean Basin 

8 July 1983 (r) 

  54 The Regional Agreement on Protecting 
The Environment in The Red Sea and  

Gulf of Eden (Jeddah)  

23 March 1986 (e) 

Protectorates 
and bio-
diversity 

55 Protocol on Protectorates and Bio-
Diversity in The Mediterranean Basin 

20 August 1990 (e) 
10 June 1995 (r) 
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A- Foreign Projects to Date 

Annex  6 
Foreign Projects  

Project/
Program 

name 

Date of 
starting 

Project 
duration 

A brief description of the 
project 

Project 
environmental 

work field 

Geographical 
coverage 

First: Projects relevant to Protectorates 
Siwa 

Environment 
Improvement 

project 
Foreign 

component: 
Italy 
Local 

component: 
Italian debts 

exchange 

  3 years The project aims to develop 
sustainable agriculture 
through environment 
friendly activities and prac-
ticing as well as implement-
ing self sustainable small 
and soft loans through non-
governmental organizations 
(NGOs) in the oases, in 
addition to declaring Siwa 
oases as natural protector-
ates and developing Siwa 
region as a pioneering area 
in environmental tourism 
with traditional handicrafts 
and cultural heritage advan-
tages in the Western desert 

Agriculture/ 
water resources/ 

nature 
protection/ 
tourism and 
civilizational 

heritage 

Siwa oases 
and Matrouh 
governorate 

Wadi Al 
Rayan 

protectorate 
Foreign 

component: 
Italy 
Local 

component: 
Italian debts 

exchange 

  3 years The project aims to guaran-
tee continuous administra-
tive unity in Wadi Al Rayan 
protectorate area and sup-
porting this area to be pio-
neering in the field of envi-
ronmental education and 
sustainable development 
topics. 

Agriculture/
water resources/ 

nature 
protection/
tourism and 
civilizational 

heritage 

Wadi Al 
Rayan and Al 

Fayoum 
governorate 

Aelbet Al 
Ateek 

protectorate 
Foreign 

component: 
Italy 
Local 

component: 
Italian debts 

exchange 

  3 years The main project output is a 
detailed management plan 
ready for implementation in 
Wadi Aelba protectorate. 

Nature 
protection 
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Project/
Program name 

Date of 
starting 

Project 
duration 

A brief description of the 
project 

Project 
environmental 

work field 

Geographical 
coverage 

Al Fayoum 
oases project 
Protectorates 

Foreign 
component: 

Italy 
Local 

component: 
Italian debts 

exchange 

  3 years The main aim of the project 
is increasing the value of 
natural and civilizational 
resources through a coop-
eration strategy between the 
EEAA and The Supreme 
Council of Antiquities, 
which results in creating a 
civilization are in Al Fay-
oum region. 

Agriculture/
water resources 

and 
civilizational 

heritage 

Al Fayoum 

Second: Projects relevant to development and institutions 

Assessment 
support 

project and 
environmental 
management 

  
SEAM-I 

  
DAFID 

    The Support of Environ-
mental Assessment and 
Management SEAM aims 
to improve environmental 
management in a comple-
mentary method in Al Da-
kahiliya, Sohag, Qena and 
Damietta governorates. Its 
main outcomes are repre-
sented in effective environ-
mental management and 
planning systems in Sohag 
and Al Dakahiliya (These 
systems are repeated in 
Qena and Damietta by the 
MSEA) as well as trying to 
eradicate poverty in the four 
governorates and promoting 
communities participation 
and awareness programs. 

In the fields of 
medical wastes/

industry/ 
industrial 

wastes/GEAP 

  

Support of 
Environmental 

Assessment 
and 

Management 
(development 

and 
institutions) 

project 
  

SEAM II 
  

DAFID 

1/9/1999 5 years This program supports envi-
ronmental efforts in the 
fields of environmental 
protection as well as formu-
lating and implementing 
environmental priorities and 
creating a more effective 
environmental management. 
Since the beginning of 
2004, the project is prepar-
ing the South Sinai GEAP 
in cooperation with the 
European Union. 

Hazardous 
materials/ 
hazardous 
wastes /

industry /
maritime and 

coastal 
management/ 

solid wastes/air 
quality/

environmental 
disasters 

institution 

A national 
program 

implemented 
Egypt-wide 
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Project/
Program 

name 

Date of 
starting 

Project 
duration 

A brief description of the 
project 

Project 
environmental 

work field 

Geographical 
coverage 

Implementing 
the Red Sea 
and Eden 

Gulf strategic 
program plan 

    PERSEGA is a NGO au-
thority that attaches impor-
tance to protecting coastal 
and maritime ecosystems in 
the region 

  Regional 

Third: Projects relevant to pollution 

The Project 
of the Supply 
of Equipment 

for the 
Regional 

Environmen-
tal 

Monitoring 
Network 

Mid of 
2000 

Actual: 
End of 
2001 

Two 
years and 

a half 

The project aims to equip 
labs in Asiut, Aswan and 
Hurghada branches with 
equipment required for en-
vironmental monitoring 

  Asiout, Aswan 
and Hurghada 

EMTP 
Environmen-

tal 
Monitoring 

Training 
Program 

September 
1997 

4 years The project aims to equip 
the central environmental 
lab in Cairo and labs net-
work in other branches of 
the MSEA in charge of re-
quired equipment and ne-
cessities in governorates, in 
addition to supplying them 
with training programs re-
quired for staff in such labs 
so that they would be capa-
ble of using such equip-
ment. 

Monitoring/ 
training 

Central and 
regional labs 

EPAP 
  

Finnish Aid 
  

World Bank 

1 February 
1997 

7 years It supplies different indus-
tries with financial and 
technical aids till they reach 
their goal of abiding by 
environment laws. This 
project includes financial, 
technical and institutional 
components and another 
relevant to awareness. 

Industry Cairo, 
Alexandria, Al 

Fayoum, Al 
Dakahilia, 
Suez, Al 

Sharkiya, Al 
Gharbiya, 

Qena, Aswan 
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Program name 
Date of 
starting 

Project 
duration 

A brief description of the 
project 

Project 
environmental 

work field 

Geographical 
coverage 

EEIF 
  

Canadian 
International 
Development 

Agency 
(CIDA) 

 
Egyptian 

Environmental 
Initiatives 

Fund 

1/6/1997 7 years This project encourages 
managing and protecting 
natural resources in Egypt, 
particularly land and water 
through the private and free 
sector in Egypt. This is 
achieved through strength-
ening the efficiency of 
small and medium projects 
to improve the environ-
mental efficiency of the 
production process and en-
hancing the ability and effi-
ciency of NGOs and civil 
community associations to 
contain local environmental 
initiatives and support the 
private sector in the fields 
of environment non-
polluting works. 

Energy/ 
hazardous 

wastes/industry/ 
local wastes/air 

quality/ 
environmental 

awareness 

Small and 
medium 
projects, 

NGOs and 
civil 

community 
associations 

Fuel and 
hydrogen 

technology 
usage in 

facilitating 
collective 

transportation 
means 

  
Global 

Environment 
Facility (GEF) 

End of 
2001 

5 years The main aim of the project 
is to minimize thermal oc-
clusion gases and other pol-
lutant emissions. This pro-
ject has been implemented 
in Egypt through eight 
buses operating with fuel 
cells. 

Transportation National 

Activities 
available to 
facilitate the 
early plan of 

implementing 
Stockholm 
Persistent 
Organic 

Pollutants 
Agreement 

May 
2001 

  The agreement aims at pre-
venting the production or 
usage of any intended prod-
ucts of persistent organic 
pollutants and limiting, or 
preventing, if possible, 
chemical substance quanti-
tative emissions 

Persistent 
organic 

pollutants 

National 

Providing 
transportation 

buses sector 
with electrical 

energy 
technology 

      Climate change National 
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Project/
Program 

name 

Date of 
starting 

Project 
duration 

A brief description of the 
project 

Project 
environmental 

work field 

Geographical 
coverage 

Developing 
fuel cells in 
Cairo buses 

      Climate change National 

Fourth: Projects relevant to capacity building 

ESP capacity 
building 

  
DANIDA 

1/9/2001 6 years The ESP promotes national 
efforts in the field of envi-
ronmental management as 
the program objectives fo-
cus in general on supporting 
the Egyptian government’s 
office in achieving its envi-
ronmental goals, taking into 
consideration the fulfillment 
of environmental terms and 
institutional capabilities 
development in the field of 
environmental management, 
which supports the commu-
nity’s ability to maintain a 
healthy and clean environ-
ment. 

Institutional 
capacity 
building/ 

information/ 
GEAP/ 

environmental 
management/ 
environmental 

awareness 

Cairo, Aswan 
and Beni Suef 
governorates 
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Project/
Program 

name 

Date of 
starting 

Project 
duration 

A brief description of the 
project 

Project 
environmental 

work field 

Geographical 
coverage 

Fifth: Projects relevant to information technology 

EEIS 
  

CIDA 
 

Egyptian 
Environmen-

tal 
Information 

System 

1/6/1997 March 
2001/ a 

new 
initiative 

till 
September 

2004 

This project aims at sup-
porting Egyptian govern-
ment decision makers in 
formulating and implement-
ing imperative policies, 
enacting laws and imple-
menting laws, projects and 
programs relevant to water 
and land resources in Egypt. 
Its main systems include: 
developing the and effi-
ciency capacity of the 
MSEA in taking right deci-
sions regarding environ-
ment protection and man-
agement through imple-
menting the environmental 
information system, i.e. 
promoting possibilities of 
delivering environmental 
data and information to the 
ministry by local govern-
mental organizations and 
academic institutions and 
establishing a continuous 
link between the MSEA and 
other organizations con-
cerned with the environ-
ment (ministries, admini-
strations, institutions, pro-
jects funded by other inter-
national contributors, NGOs 
and academic centers). 

Environmental 
Information 

System 

Egypt-wide 

Sixth: Projects relevant to medicinal plants 

Conservation 
and 

sustainable 
use of 

medicinal 
plants in dry 
and semi-dry 
ecosystems in 

Egypt 
  

GEF 

1/2/2002 7 years It aims at the maintenance 
and sustainable use of 
medicinal plants in dry and 
semi-dry ecosystems in 

Egypt 
  

Nature 
protection 

Saint 
Catherine 
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Project/
Program 

name 

Date of 
starting 

Project 
duration 

A brief description of the 
project 

Project 
environmental 

work field 

Geographical 
coverage 

Seventh: Projects relevant to solid and industrial wastes 

Public sector 
industries 

EPF 
  

 The German 
Construction 
Bank (KFW) 

1/7/1997 7 years The project aims to fund 
investments necessary for 
implementing industrial 
projects in the public sector 
in the field of industrial 
wastes treatment. 

Industry Cairo/Giza/ 
Damietta/ 

Alexandria/Al 
Dakahleia and 
Al Gharbiya 

Eighth: Projects relevant to maintaining wet lands 

Wet lands 
conservation 

project 
  

 GEF 

1/10/1999 5 years It aims to conserve wet 
lands, bio-diversity systems 
and ecosystems at the Medi-
terranean coasts. 

Nature protection Regional 

Wet lands in 
Al Manzala 

lake 
  

 GEF 

September 
1997 

  The project encourages sus-
tainable development 
through enhancing interna-
tional and local economic 
and environmental opportu-
nities. It aims to establish 
and implement a test chan-
nel capable of treating 25-
50 thousand cubic meters 
per day from Bahr Al Bakar 
drain before being drained 
in Al Manzala lake. 

Nature protection Port Said 

Wet lands 
conservation 

The 
Mediterranean 

region 
  

GEF 

    (Al Zaraneek – Al Borolos 
– Al Ameed protectorates) 

Bio-diversity Regional 
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Project/
Program 

name 

Date of 
starting 

Project 
duration 

A brief description of the 
project 

Project 
environmental 

work field 

Geographical 
coverage 

Ninth: Projects relevant to water 

Water 
Resources 
Planning 
Decision 
Making 
Support 
System 

  
Foreign 

component: 
Italy 
Local 

component: 
Italian debts 

exchange 

  3 years The project aims to im-
prove the approach fol-
lowed to merge environ-
mental, economic and 
social dimensions in de-
velopment standards and 
water resources plans 
analysis, as well as con-
tributing to developing 
technicians’ capabilities, 
high levels management at 
the Water Resources Na-
tional Center and end us-
ers (EEAA, Ministry of 
Irrigation and Water Re-
sources). 

Water Resources 
Department 

National 

Al Manzala 
lake 

integrated 
management 

  
GEF 

    The project treats twenty 
five thousand cubic meters 
of Bahr Al Bakar drainage 
water per day before being 
drained in Al Manzala 
lake. The project main-
tains the ecological sys-
tem, supports sustainable 
development with the par-
ticipation of the region 
inhabitants as well as re-
search and executive au-
thorities in a number of 
ministries. 

International 
waters 

National 

The second 
stage of 

managing 
Matrouh 
resources 

      International 
waters 

National 

Tenth: Projects relevant to climate change 

Working 
under the 
Montreal 
Protocol 
Umbrella 
program 

1/10/1993 Not 
determined 

yet 

The project aims to ex-
change materials used in 
industries which are re-
sponsible for the ozone 
layer erosion. In addition, 
the program offers training 
courses and awareness 
campaigns relevant to its 
activities. 

Ozone layer 
erosion/industry 

and cooling 
sectors/foam 

industry/
cleaning 
materials 

National 
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Project/
Program 

name 

Date of 
starting 

Project 
duration 

A brief description of the 
project 

Project 
environmental 

work field 

Geographical 
coverage 

Improving 
energy 

efficiency and 
limiting 
thermal 

occlusion 

    This project aims to restore 
methane gas resulting from 

garbage landfills activities. 

Climate change Regional 

Thermal 
occlusion 
gases and 

action plans 
capacity 

building to 
implement 
the United 

Nations 
Framework 
Convention 
for Climate 

Change 
(UNFCCC) 

requirements 

    The project aims to help the 
state through capacity 
building to implement the 

UNFCCC requirements. 

Climate change National 

Eleventh: Projects relevant to bio-diversity 

Red Sea 
Coasts and 
Maritime 
Resources 

Management 
  

GEF/
Mediterranea
n Action Plan 

(MAP) 

      Bio-diversity National 

Bio-diversity 
Strategy, 

Action Plan 
and the first 

capacity 
building 

development 
report 

  
GEF 

      Bio-diversity National 
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Project/
Program 

name 

Date of 
starting 

Project 
duration 

A brief description of the 
project 

Project 
environmental 

work field 

Geographical 
coverage 

Eleventh: Projects relevant to bio-diversity 

Helping in 
building 

capacities 
required by 

the state 
represented 
by the Bio-
diversity 

Department 
  

Foreign 
component: 

Italy 
Local 

component: 
Italian debts 

exchange 

      Bio-diversity National 

Best practices 
promotion 

for the 
conservatona

nd 
sustainable 

use of 
internationall
y significant 
bio-diversity 
in dry and 
semi-dry 
regions. 

  
GEF 

      Bio-diversity National 
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B- Finished Foreign Projects 

Annex  6 

Project/
Program 

name 

Date of 
starting 

Project 
duration 

A brief description of the 
project 

Project 
environmental 

work field 

Geographical 
coverage 

First: Projects relevant to protectorates 

Aqba Gulf 
Protectorates 
Development 

Program 
  

EU 

July 
1996- the 

end of 
2002 

5 years 

The project aims to develop 
and maintain natural re-
sources and the coastal envi-
ronment system in Aqaba 
Gulf as a main base to sup-
port tourism development in 
South Sinai, in addition to 
developing the capability and 
efficiency of the agency in 
the nature protection sector. 

Natural 
protectorates Aqaba Gulf 

Saint 
Catherine 

protectorate 
project 

  
EU 

July 
1996- the 

end of 
2002 

5 years 

Protecting the natural, his-
torical and religious heritage 
in Saint Catherine protector-
ate. The protection of coastal 
environmental systems and 
natural resources is the pro-
ject’s main objective, in addi-
tion to urban planning and 
right management of natural 
resources in protectorates. 

  Saint 
Catherine 

Second: Projects relevant to pollution 

The Project 
of the Supply 
of Equipment 

for the 
Regional 

Labs 
Network 

 
JICA 

1997 3 years 

The project aims to equip the 
central lab and five branch 
labs of the Agency with 
equipment required foe envi-
ronmental monitoring 

Monitoring 

Central lab in 
Cairo, Greater 
Cairo branch 
and Fayoum 

Industrial 
Wastes 

Integrated 
Management 

  
EU 

LIFE 
3rd 

COUNTRIES 

May 
2001 2 years 

Establishing an integrated 
system for treating solid 
wastes resulting from 6th Oc-
tober industrial city, as well 
as preparing contract and 
tender (overbidding) terms 
for the activities proposed 
through the system. 

Local solid 
wastes 

6th October 
city 
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Project/
Program 

name 

Date of 
starting 

Project 
duration 

A brief description of the 
project 

Project 
environmental 

work field 

Geographical 
coverage 

Oil pollution 
combating 
centers in 
Sharm El 

Sheikh and 
Nuieba 

  
EU 

June 
1996 

Decembe
r 2002 

The project aims to establish 
a center for urgent response 
to emergencies and setting 
procedures and mechanisms 
to combat pollution by oil in 
Aqaba Gulf 

Coastal and 
maritime zones 

management 

Sinai/Sharm 
El Sheikh 

Pollutant 
Release and 

Transfer 
Register 
project 
(PRTR) 
UNIDO 

GEF/MAP 

Decembe
r 2001 

11 
months   Wastes 

management 

Alexandria, 
Suez, Tanta 

and Al 
Mansoura 

Using fuel 
cells in 2-

stroke 
motorcycles 

March 
2000 

31 
months 

The project aims to minimize 
thermal occlusion gas emis-
sions through transferring 
two engines in 2-stroke mo-
torcycles into operating with 
compressed natural gas. This 
project is implemented in 
three stages: Determining 
potentials and obstacles, 
transferring and delivering 
technology and its transfer to 
local market 

  National 

Restoring 
methane gas 
from landfills 

February 
2000 

32 
months 

The project aims to design 
and establish two cells of 
landfills in Cairo fit of restor-
ing gases resulting from 
wastes inside it 

  National 
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Program 

name 

Date of 
starting 

Project 
duration 

A brief description of the 
project 

Project 
environmental 

work field 

Geographical 
coverage 

Study for 
formulating a 

national 
strategy on 

clean 
environmenta
l development 

mechanism 
  

WB 

October 
2000 

Extendin
g to 6 

months 

The strategy aims to deter-
mine to determine institu-
tional national requirements 
for clean development 
mechanism institutional na-
tional requirements, prepare 
projects to be implemented in 
the framework of clean envi-
ronmental development 
mechanism and study global 
market approaches on mini-
mizing thermal occlusion gas 
emissions of clean develop-
ment mechanism projects. 
This study focuses on sectors 
enabling clean development 
mechanism projects in Egypt, 
such as energy, industry, 
transportation, wastes man-
agement and agriculture sec-
tors. 

  National 

Third: Projects relevant to capacity building 

Organizations 
Support 
Program 
(OSP-1) 

  
DANIDA 

August 
1994 4 years 

This project continues to 
support the MSEA in 
strengthening the environ-
mental management effi-
ciency so that it would be 
capable of developing and 
managing tools supporting 
the enforcement of Law No. 
4 of the year 1994 at the local 
and central levels. This is 
achieved through developing 
the MSEA organizations in 
governorate branches, the 
EPF, Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) and imple-
menting environmental laws. 

Institutional 

Cairo, East 
Delta and 

Alexandria 
branches 

National 
Environmental 
Action Plan 

(NEAP) 
  

United 
National 

Development 
Program 
(UNDP) 

1996 5 years 

This project aims to update 
the NEAP and further sup-
ports ESP implemented by 
the MSEA through coordi-
nating with ministries, gover-
norates, NGOs, local authori-
ties the activities and projects 
of specialized contributors. 
The main activities are: De-
fining the problem, linking 
objectives and assessing fu-
ture work options and recom-
mendations. 

Planning 

A national 
program 

implemented 
Egypt-wide 
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Project/
Program 

name 

Date of 
starting 

Project 
duration 

A brief description of the 
project 

Project 
environmental 

work field 

Geographical 
coverage 

Fourth: Projects relevant to solid wastes 
Solid waste 
landfill sites 

study 
  

EU 
LIFE 

3rd countries 

March 
1999 3 years 

The project aims to prepare a 
study on hazardous industrial 
wastes management and 
treatment in Greater Cairo 

Solid wastes National 

Sixth: Projects relevant to information technology 

A guiding 
project in the 

field of 
technological 
cooperation 

October 
1999 

Not 
determine

d yet 

This project aims to achieve 
consensus among the main 
Egyptian institutions on a 
number of priorities. The 
expected results of this pro-
ject are offering proposed 
fields for the transfer of tech-
nology under the supervision 
of the Climate Change Na-
tional Committee 

  National 

Seventh: Projects relevant to hazardous wastes 
Hazardous 

Wastes 
Management 

Project in 
Alexandria 

  
Finnish 

Government 

October 
1999 3 years 

A pilot project for establish-
ing hazardous industrial 
wastes nucleus, starting from 
factories, transportation, as-
sembling, temporary storage, 
disposal through incineration, 
treatment and recycling. 

Hazardous 
wastes 

Alexandria, 
Suez, Tanta 

and Al 
Mansoura 

Eighth: Other projects 

Civilizational 
heritage 

protection 
support 

project in 
Sakara (first 
stage) (Italy) 

June 
2000 

June 
2002 

The main objective is im-
proving natural and cultural 
resources sustainable man-
agement in Sakara. 

Civilizational 
heritage Sakara - Giza 
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Finished foreign projects

33%

54%

4%

7%

0%
0% 1%1%

First: Projects relevant to protectorates Second: Projects relevant to pollution
Third: Projects relevant to capacity building Fourth: Projects relevant to solid wastes
Fifth: Projects relevant to climate change Sixth: Projects relevant to IT
Seventh: Projects relevant to hazardous wastes Eighth: Other projects

Foreign projects up to date

43%

0%

13%

1%

3%

5% 5% 3% 2% 1% 24%

First: Projects relevant to protectorates
Second: Projects relevant to development and institutions
Third: Projects relevant to pollution
Fourth: Projects relevant to capacity building
Fifth: Projects relevant to IT
Sixth: Projects relevant to medical plants
Seventh: Projects relevant to solid and industrial wastes
Eighth: Projects relevant to wetland conservation
Ninth: Projects relevant to water
Tenth: Projects relevant to climate change
Eleventh: Projects relevant to biodiversity
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AHED Association for Health and Environmental Development 
ALECSO Arab League Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organizations 
AMCEN  African Ministerial Conference On The Environment 

ANC Authority of New Communities 
AOYE Arab Office for Youth and Environment 
APE Association for the Protection of the Environment 
ARFI Arab Regional Financial Institution 
ATM Air Traffic Management 
BASEL Convention of BASEL (control of transboundary movements of haz-

ardous wastes and their disposal) 
BCM Billion Cubic Meter 
BOD Biochemical Oxygen Demand 
BOT Build, Operate, and Transfer 

B.S Black Smoke 
C&D Construction and Demolition 
CAIP Cairo Air Improvement Project 
CAMP Coastal Areas Management Program 
CAPMAS Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics 
CBD Central Business District 
CBO Central Business Organization 
CDA Community Development Association 
CDM Clean Development Mechanism 
CEDARE Center for Environment and Development for Arab Region and Europe 
CEO Chief Executive Officer 
CEOSS Coptic Evangelist Organization for Social Services 
CFCs Chlorofluorocarbons 
CIDA Canadian International Development Agency 
CITES Convention for International Trade in Endangered Spaces 
CMS Convention on Migratory Species 
CNG Compressed Natural Gas 
CNS Communication & Navigation Systems 
CO2 Carbon Dioxide 
COD Chemical Oxygen Demand 

List of Acronyms 
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  CPM Critical Path Method 
DANIDA Danish International Development Agency 
DEM Digital elevation Models  
DFID Department for International Development 
DO Dissolved Oxygen 
DRC Desert Research Center 
DRI Drainage Research Institute 
ECEP Energy Conservation and Environmental Project 
ECES Egyptian Center for Economic Studies 
EEAA Egyptian Environment Affairs Agency 
EEC Energy Efficiency Council 
EEHC Egyptian Electricity Holding Company 
EEI Emerging Environmental Issues 
EEIF Egyptian Environmental Initiatives Fund 
EEPP Earth Education Partnership Program 
EESA Egyptian Energy Service Association 
EHMIMS Egyptian Hazardous Materials Information and Management System 
EIA Environmental Impact Assessment 
EIMP Environmental Information and Monitoring Project 
EIS Environmental Information Systems 
EMU Environmental Management Unit 
EMG Environmental Management in the Governorates  
EPAP Environment Pollution Abatement Project 
EPF Environmental Protection Fund 
EPM Environmental Planning and Management 
EQI Environmental Quality International 
ERF Environmental Revolving Funds 
ERSAP Economic Reform and Structural Adjustment Program 
ESP Environmental Sector Program  
EU European Union 
Eutrophication Eutrophication is a condition in an aquatic ecosystem where high 

nutrient concentrations stimulate blooms of algae  
FAO Food and Agriculture Organization 
FDI Foreign Direct Investments 
FEA Friends of the Environment in Alexandria 
FEDA Friends of the Environment and Development Association 
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  FEI Federation of Egyptian Industry 
Faecal Streptococci Kind of harmful bacteria  
GCR Greater Cairo Region 
GDP Gross Domestic Products 
GEF Global Environmental Facilities 
GHG Green House Gases 
GHGRP Green House Gases Reduction Project 
GIS Geographic Information System 
GMA Global Mercury Assessment  
GMO Genetically Modified Organisms 
GOE Government of Egypt 
GOFI General Organization for Industry 
GOPP General Organization for Physical Planning 
GPA/LBA& 
MEDPOL 

Global Program of Action for the Protection of the Marine 
Environmental from Land Bared Activities 

GTZ German Technical Cooperation Agency 
GWS Ground Water Sector 
HACCAP Hazardous Analysis & Critical Control Points System  
HCRW Health Care Risk Wastes 
HCW Health Care Wastes 
ICA Institute of Cultural Affairs 
ICARDA International Center for Agricultural Research in Dry Areas 
ICCON International Consortium for Cooperation on the Nile 
ICC Information and Computer Center 
ICED International Center for Environment and Development 
ICT Information and Communication Technology 
ICZM Integrated Coastal Zone Management 
IDB Islamic Development Bank 
IDSC Information and Decision Support Center 
IFCS International Forum on Chemical Safety 
IPIS The International Program on Chemical Safety 
ISI Import Substitution Industry 
ISO International Standard Organization 
IT Information Technology 
JICA Japanese International Cooperation Agency 
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  LDC Less Developed Countries 
LIFE LIFE program USAID/Egypt for Lead Pollution Clean-Up in 

Qalyoubia 
LMO Living Modified Organisms 
LPG Liquefied Petroleum Gases 
M&E Monitoring and evaluation 
MALR Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reclamation 
MAP Mediterranean Action Plan 
MENA Middle East and North Africa 
MEAs Multilateral  Environmental Agreements 
METAP Mediterranean Environmental Technical Assistance Program 
MHUUC Ministry of Housing, Utilities, and Urban Communities 
MLD Ministry of Local Development 
MLF Multilateral Fund Secretariat 
MOEE Ministry of Electricity and Energy 
MOFA Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MOHP Ministry of Health and Population 
MOSA Ministry of Social Affairs 
MSEA Ministry of State for Environmental Affairs 
MSDS Material Safety Data Sheet 
MSWs Municipal Solid Wastes 
MSY Maximum Sustainable Yield 
MTBE Methyl Terially Butyl Either  
MWRI Ministry of Water Resources and Irrigation 
NAFTA North America Free Trade Agreement 
NAP National Action Plan 
NAPOE National Association for Protection of Environment 
NARSSS National Authority for Remote Sensing and Space Sciences 
NAWQAM National Water Quality and Availability Management Project 
NBI Nile Basin Initiative 
NC National Communication 
NEAP National Environmental Action Plan 
NEES National Energy Efficiency Strategy 
NEPAD New Partnership for Africa’s   Development 
NGO Non-Governmental Organization 
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  NIOF National Institute of Oceanography and Fisheries 
NOPWASD National Organization for Potable Water Sanitation and Drainage 
NOU National Ozone Unit 
NRI Nile Research Institute 
NSS National Spatial Strategy 
NWC National Women Council 
NWRC National Water Research Center 
NWRP National Water Resources Plan 
OAU Organization for African Unity 
ODS Ozone Depleting Substances 
OEP Organization for Energy Planning 
OPEC Oil Producing and Exporting Countries 
ORDEV Organization for Reconstruction and Development of Egyptian Villages 
PAH Poly Aromatic Hydrocarbons 
PAP Priority Action Program 
PCB Polychlorinated Biphenyl 
PERSGA Program for the Environment of the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden 
PFTC Department of Planning, Follow-up and Technical Cooperation 
PIC Prior Informed Consent  
P&I Protection and Indemnity 
PM10 Particular Matter  
POPs Persistent Organic Pollutants   
PPC Policy Planning Committee 
PPM Part Per Million 
PPP Polluter Pays Principle 
R&D Research and Development 
RAC Regional Activity Centers 
RBO Regional Branch Offices 
RFP Request for Proposals 
RIGW Research Institute for Groundwater 
RMP Refrigeration Management Plan 
SAICM Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management   
SAP Strategic Action Program 
SCA Supreme Council for Antiquities 
SDU Sustainable Development Unit 
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SME Small and Micro-Enterprises 
SPAMI Specially Protected Areas of Mediterranean Importance 
TDA Tourism Development Authority 
TDS Total Dissolved Solids 
TLV Threshold Limit Values 
TOE Ton Oil Equivalent 
TSM Total Suspended Matter 
TSP Total Suspended Particles 
UN United Nations 
UNCCD United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 
UNCHS United Nations Center for Human Settlements 
UNDP United Nations Development Program 
UNEP United Nations Environment Program 
UNFCCC United Nations Framework Convention for Climate Change 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
USAID United States Agency for International Development 
VET Vehicle Emissions Testing 
VOC Volatile Organic Compound 
WHO World Health Organization 
WB World Bank 
WRI World Resources Institute  
WTO World Trade Organization 

SMART Scientific, Miserable, Attainable, Relevant and Trackable 
SHW Solar Hot Water 
SGP Small Grants Program 
SFD Social Fund for Development 
SEAM Support for Environmental Assessment and Management 
SEDO Small Enterprise Development Organization 
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Dr. Mohamad Sayed Khalil EEAA CEO 

Dr. Moussa Ibrahim Moussa 
The Minister’s Technical Office Manager and 
Information and Computer Central Department 
Director 

Dr. Ali Abu Sedira EEAA Secretary General and the Central  
Department for Branches Affairs Director 

Dr. Mostafa Foda Nature Protection Central Department Director 

Dr. Mawaheb Abu Al Azm Air and Noise Quality Central Department Direc-
tor and Environment Quality Sector Supervisor 

Dr. Fatma Abu Shok EIA Central Department Manager and Environ-
mental Management Sector Supervisor 

Eng. Moheeb Abd-el Sattar Ebrahim General Manager of the Systems, Programs and 
Operation General Department 

Mr. Mohamad Ali Borhan General Manager of the Coastal and Maritime 
Zones General Department 

Dr. Hoda Al Shaieb General Manager of Training and Civil Associa-
tions  General Department  

Dr. Magdi Allam Greater Cairo and Al Fayoum branch General 
Manager 

Eng. Amin Al Khial General Manager of the Solid Wastes General 
Department 

Mr. Abdel Moneim Hosni General Manager of the General Department for 
Environmental Development 

Eng. Ahmed Abu Al Saud General Manager of the General Department for 
Air Quality 

Dr. Hisham Mohamad Al Agmawi General Manager of the General Department for 
Energy Projects 

Eng. Mahmoud Shawki General Manager of the General Department for 
Industrial Projects 

Ministry of the State for Environmental Affairs 

Participants 
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Captain\ Mahmoud Ismail General Manager of the General Department for 
Environmental Crises and Disasters 

Chem. Ekhlas Gamal El Din General Manager of the Water Quality  General 
Department 

Dr. Ahlam Farouk General Manager of  Environmental Inspection  

Dr. Safaa Mohamad Ismail Senior Researcher at the Planning and Follow-up 
General Department 

Mr. Hussein Emam Senior Researcher at the Training and Civil  
Associations  General Department  

Eng. Ahmed Ismail Mohammad Head of Environmental Inspection Unit in Greater 
Cairo RBO 

Dr. Sabri Abdel Hadi Health and Environment Department Manager 

Chem. Adel Al Shafei Mohammad Hazardous Wastes Department Manager 

Eng. Tarek Eid Head of the Hazardous Materials International 
Conventions Coordination and Follow-up Unit 

Dr. Atwa Hussein Residential Regions Development Department 
Manager 

Eng. Maher Al Gendi Industrial Zones Development Department  
Manager 

Eng. Osama Al Nagar Technical Support Studies and Environmental 
Disasters Departments Manager 

Ms. Yasmine Salah El Din International Conventions Department Manager 

Geo. Ahmed Mostafa GIS Unit Manager 

Chem. Kawthar Hefny Aboul Seoud Air Quality Department Manager 
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MSEA Consultants 

Counselor\ Mohamad Abdel Aziz Al 
Gendi EEAA Board of  Directors Member 

Chem. Ahmed Shehata Environmental consultant, Nature Protection  
Sector 

Dr. Mohamad Ibrahim Mohammad Environmental consultant, Nature Protection  
Sector 

Dr. Mohamad Al Shehawi Consultant, Climatic Changes Unit 

Dr. Mahmoud Ahmed Hewegi Consultant, Minister’s Technical Office 

Dr. Mostafa Al Hakim Minister’s Consultant,  Trees Forests Unit 

Gen. Atef Yakoub Minister’s Consultant, Environmental Inspection 
and Citizens Service Unit  

Chem. Serag Enab Minister’s Consultant, water quality 

Eng. Hanan Al Hadry EEAA Industry Unit Manager 

Report Design 

Eng. Rasha Ahmed Ibrahim Information systems specialist 

Eng. Zeinab Mahmoud Ibrahim Information systems specialist 

Mr. Hamdy Mohy El-din Electronic Computers and Statistics Specialist 
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Land  Resources Management Programme 
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