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WHY WAS CIEN STARTED?

e Accessibility to

WHAT IS CIEN?

HOW DOES CIEN HELP WITH MEAs?

CIEN AND MEAs requirements:
Under the Stockholm, Rotter-
dam and Basel Conventions,
Parties are required to ex-
change information with the
Convention Secretariat, the
Conference of Parties and other

Reporting Obligations to the
Secretariat:

Under the Stockholm and other
conventions, parties have re-
porting requirements to the
Secretariat. The use of ESTIS
to build a common platform

reliable informa-
tion is essential for
sound chemical
management.
Massive informa-
tion exists in a va-

The Chemical Information
Exchange Network (CIEN) is
a project that has been
launched jointly by UNEP
and USEPA. It creates a
framework for access to,

CIEN AND ITS EXPANSION TO OTHERS COUNTRIES

During the first Regional Workshop on Capacity Building for
Stockholm Convention Focal Points held in Marrakech, Mo-
rocco (February 2005), participants:

o Recommended that the CIEN project be strengthened and

its implementation extended to all African countries; and . i'-..c'iiii;i“'i'..&m&“mg

stakeholders. CIEN can help
that is a signatory or Party to
these Conventions to:

- Exchange information with
the Convention’s Secretariat,
the Conference of Parties and
other stakeholders,

- Facilitate public awareness
and research activities.

- Provide coordination of na-
tional activities and ensure a

more effective use of resources.

Stockholm Convention

Article 10:

Through the use of ESTIS it is
possible for countries to meet
requirements for “Public
information, awareness

and education”.

Chemical Information
Exchange Network project
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among countries would facili-
tate the task of the Secretariat
to act as a clearinghouse.

CIEN and the Clearinghouse
Mechanism:

The CIEN project provides
training in actual use of infor-
mation management tools to
achieve many of the objectives
outlined in various interna-
tional environmental agree-
ments such as the compilation
and dissemination of national
data and the use of networks
to strengthen collaboration at
national sub-regional and re-
gional levels.

. CIEN has been implemented in 41 coun-
tries: 33 in Africa and 8 in Central America.
1,141 officials have been involved through

national stakeholder meetings.

686 officials have received training on ac-
cess to information using the Internet.

¢ Invited the Secretariat of the Convention to seek the funds
necessary for the implementation and extension of CIEN.

and exchange of vital chemi-
cal information to support
national decision-making. By
providing the knowledge
base, it promotes successful
implementation of Multilat-
eral Environmental Agree-
ments (MEAs).

Central America

BEYOND NATIONAL CIEN

- The project promotes the
development of regional
and sub-regional networks
for which the Environmen-
tally Sound Technology In-
formation System (ESTIS)
provides an opportunity to
create common platform.

- The USEPA and UNEP de-
veloped a Web site where
information about CIEN and
links to project partners and
information sources on
chemicals can be found

riety of sources,
which are not al-
ways readily avail-
able to those who
need it. Much of
this information is
now internationally
available via the
Internet. However

many countries still lack the capacity to ac-
cess the Internet. Countries are in need of
such tools to support their national work.

e |n its “Priorities for Action Beyond

2000” (Bahia Declaration), the Intergovern-
mental Forum on Chemical Safety (IFCS)
noted the importance of eliminating barri-

Provides training
Enhances communication
among national,
sub-regional and

stakeholders.
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hance communication among national,
sub-regional, regional and international

Internet access is an important tool for

access and manage such information.

management of chemicals in order to en-

strengthening the capacity of countries to
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PARTNERSHIPS

e Working
together,
UNEP Chemi-
cals and the
UNEP Inter-
national En-
vironmental
Technology
Centre (IETC)
have pro-
mote the use
of the
Environmentally Sound Technology Information System (ESTIS).
The ESTIS software is a Web-based tool developed by the UNEP
International Environmental Technology Centre to facilitate the

HOW DOES CIEN RESOLVE THE PROBLEM?

e CIEN provides a framework for closing the information gap and
strengthening capacity through:

¢ Dynamic, hands-on workshop with a multi-disciplinary group of
local scientists, technicians, policy makers and regulators,

o Networking: CIEN supports national, regional and international
activities for the sound management of chemicals through the
creation of a framework for access and exchange of information
for decision-making.

HOW COST EFFECTIVE IS CIEN?

e CIEN has
the poten-
tial to future
expand in
support of
other types
of informa-
tion related
to many en-
vironmental
concerns
and can
therefore, help resource saving in environmental management.
e The project relies on ownership by the country and reliance on
national human resources with international counterparts
mainly acting as catalyst.

creation of Web sites and databases, as well as the exchange
of information. ESTIS provides users with a simple on-line
Web site builder. It enables users to develop their own Web
sites for their area in their own language without the need of
specialized Web design skills. It also allows the Web site own-
ers to link their site to others that share the same language or
that form a regional grouping.

The Centro de Gestion Tecnologia e Informatica Industrial
has supported the implementation of CIEN in Central America
UNEP Chemicals and INFOCAP are collaborating on aware-
ness raising and training activities to promote and strengthen
involvement in CIEN and INFOCAP. This collaborative activity
will help avoid duplication and ensure that resources are
used efficiently and effectively.

CIEN workshop provides, in some cases, a first opportunity
of meeting for different organizations working on chemical
management issues and provides a forum for team ap-
proach to problem-solving.

CIEN provides direct Internet access with free, powerful tools
that can be used by the team for future collaboration for de-
cision making and problem solving.

By providing training at the local level, CIEN reaches a large
number of national stakeholders and significantly increases
and advances national capacity for integration of training the
trainers which multiplies the benefit of such training.

Use of Internet technology capabilities for access to and dis-
semination of chemical management information that is
freely available facilitates information access to the decision
makers at low cost .

ESTIS software is provided free of charge to the end-user. No
license is needed for it use and the software is available to
promote Environmentally Sound Technologies for the safe
management of the Environment.

By using the strength of different national partners, CIEN
creates synergies.

e w
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OUTCOME

e Without exception, participants in CIEN have expressed feel-
ings of empowerment and have been enthusiastic and in-
spired to increase their knowledge and establish partnerships.

e The CIEN project was successful in increasing the awareness
of the Internet as a tool to obtain specialized authoritative in-
formation.

e It has shown how it is possible to easily access regulatory and
safety data that can support decision-making and even assist
in trade issues; for example, to verify that a national commod-
ity meets the requirements of the importing country’s chemical
residue limits.

e |t has provided a basis for national activities and training
geared to decision-making.

o CIEN demonstrated that improved access could easily help
countries reduce the information gap and facilitate the promo-
tion of sustainable development, including the sound man-
agement of chemicals.

A UNEP SERVER FOR AFRICA

As part of its
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improve ac-
cess to infor-
mation on
the sound
management
of chemicals
and Environ-
mentally
Sound Technologies (EST) in African countries, UNEP will install
an ESTIS server for Africa. UNEP International Environmental
Technology Centre, in collaboration with the UNEP Chemicals, is

ACHIEVEMENTS

The CIEN training course pro-

vides an overview of to the sound | UMEP launches $16,000 proje
I&dlleate on safe use of chemi

management of chemicals and T

provides developing countries

with skills and knowledge in us-
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ing Internet to:

e Access technical and legal in-
formation on chemicals for
their sound management,
download international negotiations, access specialized data-
bases and access information sources from specialized institu-
tions.

Seychelles newspaper “Nation”

e The programme also includes discussions on a multi-
stakeholder approach to resolving issues of chemical manage-
ment, harmonization and dissemination, and role of the Inter-
net as a tool for improving the environmentally sound manage-
ment of chemicals.

funding the server. Based on
the review of results of the sur-

vey sent to countries that imple-
mented the first phase of the
CIEN project, Benin has been

selected to host the ESTIS

server. Countries that have benefited from the implementation of
the first phase of CIEN will be the first users of the ESTIS server.
This server will enhance the capacity of countries to build their
own Web page, create their Websites and facilitate creation of
national and sub-regional networks to promote ESTs and to ac-
cess and exchange information on the sound management of
chemicals.

FrEcAt’ s

THE CIEN SPONSORS

The CIEN project has received funding from various donor countries. This allowed implementation of the project in some SADC
countries, the ECOWAS, and EMCCA countries and Central American countries, the holding of sub-regional workshops.

Specially, CIEN has benefited from the support of: T,
o The U.S. State Department &3 @_
e The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency i\m .."“.
e The U.S. Agency for International Development: Leland Initiative and Central America Program
o The Canadian International Development Agency through the Canada POPs Fund I* I
o The Government of Switzerland (SAFEL)

e The United Nations Environment Programme




