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It is a great pleasure for me to come to Egypt to participate in this two day training course organized under the GEF/ POPs Enabling Activities. Originally it was planned during January  but had to be postponed. One way it is  good that  according to the progress report the NPCU has already started collecting data from many potential clients and stakeholders information on POPs for setting up of an inventory. Their experience so far will be helpful to shape up the inventory set up .

One need not emphasize the importance of reliable data for preparing a project document, for implementing a project or for evaluation of a project. In this the Stockholm Convention on POPs basically depends on data collection on a country basis as the core activity for taking further  action. The system is built up as a bottom-to top exercise in the sense data on POPs is collected  at national level at the point of storage, pollution or emission , verified , managed and finally fed to UNEP  data base  on POPs  where it is  enlarged to regional and global data bases.  The SC itself will be ratified by the required number of countries possibly  this year and soon will become a legally binding document.  So a national data base leading to a global data base will be very helpful for future monitoring.

Egypt is now entering a critical point of the project to setting  up of  the national POPs  Inventory.  The inventory in principle will look into the past and the present  as to what happened to various POPs especially the pesticide POPs , where they are at the present time with regards to  both pesticides and PCBs , and then the status of  emission of unintentional POPs  based on default estimation factors for various source categories   and then into the future as to  what should be done on a priority basis and also based on RBDM( risk based decision making). In all this, the project continuously puts emphasis on capacity building to deal with sound management of POPs according to the requirement of  Stockholm convention.   

This POPs inventory training course is organized in  two phases,  one here in Cairo  mainly at an  advanced   level intended for staff of NPCU and also for those  going to be involved in the project implementation process.  The second phase will be at Ain Sokhnou  for competent authorities from the  Governorates who will be involved mainly in  collecting or providing data and all the relevant information  which will be vetted and standardized at the NPCU to set up a national  POPs inventory. I am pleased to have Dr. Morssy to participate in this workshop and also  Dr. Ivan Holoubeck from Czech republic who is the Head  of the Eco.Toxicology centre in Bruno near Vienna. His country is one of the very early countries to participate in the GEF/enabling activities and has already prepared the NIP . So his experience will be useful for us. In addition , as some of you might know, that  Czech Republic  will be joining in May, the expanded European Union and hence is making all efforts to meet the OECD and EU requirements  for environmental rules and regulations. He will also give his experience in other developing countries and also in the European region especially with regards to PCBs.  

As the CTA of the project I would like to see this training course as fully interactive and not just the national and international experts on the one side and others on another side.  Exchange of knowledge and experience from all participants will be very useful to develop a robust national inventory set up on POPs.  Now a days , thanks to UNEP, their web site on POPs practically gives all the information  literally at your finger tips to down load in English and Arabic )  in the computer. So this training course could concentrate on practical aspects to set up the inventory.  We have also structured the course to cover some topics other than inventory set up since these areas will come up as we go down the implementation road. 

It is also important to have a feeling for other persistent toxic substances not covered in the SC, because sooner or later countries like Egypt will have to address many persistent toxic chemicals covered under the Oslo- Paris-Accord.  As we discussed in the inception workshop last year, Egypt could play a leading role in the region in POPs related issues because it has the capacity, expertise  and also is well linked to both the Mediterranean and Afro-Arab region.   I feel that Egypt should plan the future in dealing with PTS on a regional basis.  

I am looking forward to this training course where everyone could learn and progress further.  

