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BEING AWARE OF ENVIRONMENTAL
CONDITIONS IN AN INDUSTRIAL PLANT

WHY AND HOW

Introduction

The environmental awareness of industrial managers is
increasing steadily also in Egypt. Pollution abatement is
not something that is only a matter of some inconvenience
and paper work in filling forms and submitting reports to
environmental inspections upon demand. Pollution of
ambient environment is often an indicator of poor
utilization of resources and poor maintenance. Wastes
and emissions are in fact usually raw materials or
side-products in the wrong place. It is also more
costly for the company to wait for environmental
administration to set time limits and to demand
pollution abatement investments. If environmental
management is in advance taken into consideration in
investment plans using cleaner technology, the cost of
pollution control will be much lower than with
end-of-pipe measures that usually are only expenses
without any revenue.

A company that is in the process of being privatized will
find it hard to convince potential buyers if big pollution
problems are unsolved. Health risks and poor working
environment are bound to reduce working efficiency,
motivation, company loyalty etc. not to speak of insurance
costs and the moral responsibilities of the company
towards its workers.

Keeping good track of material balance, emissions and environmental impacts and legal
requirements allows the management to identify the priority actions and gain respect of
the local community and business partners. Building a register of environmental conditions is
the first step in establishing an environmental management system, which is highly valued

especially by international clients.
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By the way, keeping a register of
environmental conditions is also an
obligatory requirement by the Law for
Environmental Protection Law 4/94.
This fact sheet summarizes the
guidelines for the contents of an
environmental register that an
industrial company should have
available for inspection.

This summary of contents is based on
Annex 3 of the Executive Regulations
of the law.

The legislation does not require the
company to automatically send the
environmental register to the authorities,
but it must be made accessible to them
on request.






