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Word of H.E. The Minister of State

For Environmental Affairs

It gives me great pleasure to forward the
“State of Environment Report” of the Arab
Republic of Egypt (ARE) for 2004, which
is issued for the first time in Egypt as a sig-
nificant step in the political environmental
commitment of the Government of Egypt
(GoE). This comes in the framework of
Egypt’s political leadership keenness on
incorporating the environmental dimension
in all fields for achieving sustainable devel-
opment, and from its belief that protecting
the environment has become a necessary
requirement to protect the people’s health
and empowering it to achieve optimum
utilization of natural resources, and in ap-
plication of Law no. 4/1994 on Environ-
ment Protection and its executive regula-
tion, which stipulates in its Chapter Two on
developing an annual “State of Environ-
ment” report to be submitted to HE The
President of the Republic and the Council
of Ministers, with a copy deposited with
the People’s Assembly.

This report comes as an outcome of the ef-
forts of many competent experts and those
concerned with the environment in Egypt,
as well as organizations, ministries, and
line ministries that collaborated the Minis-
try of State for Environmental Affairs
(MSEA) in developing this report. The sci-
entific approach used in drafting this report
is in compliance with the International En-
vironmental Outlook Report, and includes
a comprehensive analysis of all informa-
tion and data collected from various envi-
ronmental elements in Egypt including:

Air quality, Fresh water, Land, Soil, Natu-
ral resources such as Seas, Costal zones,
Biodiversity, and areas of rare nature, as
well as environmental management main-
stays, which include:
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Urban development; population activities;
solid waste management; hazardous mate-
rial and waste management; industrial
waste management; environmental disas-
ters management; and lands uses. Analysis
and Focus were also directed to major, ex-
tremely significant issues, which are cur-
rently being reviewed by the ministry in
cooperation with relevant ministries and
governorates, these include:

Greater Cairo urban air pollution, with its
associated integrated solid waste manage-
ment; relocating environmentally polluting
industries outside densely populated ag-
glomerations to exclusive industrial zones
in new cities and other areas; using natural
gas instead of mazott, kerosene and petrol;
industrial pollution abatement through
achieving compliance of factories and
companies; using eco-friendly cleaner tech-
nology; controlling vehicle exhausts;
power generation pollutants; increasing
green areas and planting wood forests us-
ing treated wastewater.

The second important issue is the elimina-
tion of untreated industrial effluent and
wastewater discharges to the river Nile
without complete treatment.

MSEA has gone a long way in implement-
ing sound environmental planning by issu-
ing the National Environmental Action
Plan (NEAP) 2002-2017 in addition to ex-
ecutive plans, programs and projects for
effectuating the state’s 5-year plan 2002—
2007 with clear-cut future visions.

MSEA is committed to input its maximum
potentials for environmental protection and
pollution abatement amidst many chal-
lenges to preserve our future generations’
health and natural resources.






