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Article 2 
Definitions 

 

For the purposes of this Convention: 

1. "Wastes" are substances or objects, which are disposed of or are intended to be disposed of 

or are required to be disposed of by the provisions of national law; 

2. "Management" means the collection, transport and disposal of hazardous wastes or other 

wastes, including aftercare of disposal sites; 

3. "Transboundary movement" means any movement of hazardous wastes or other wastes 

from an area under the national jurisdiction of one State to or through an area under the 

national jurisdiction of another State or to or through an area not under the national 

jurisdiction of any State, provided at least two States are involved in the movement; 

4. "Disposal" means any operation specified in Annex IV to this Convention; 

5. "Approved site or facility" means a site or facility for the disposal of hazardous wastes or 

other wastes which is authorized or permitted to operate for this purpose by a relevant 

authority of the State where the site or facility is located; 

6. "Competent authority" means one governmental authority designated by a Party to be 

responsible, within such geographical areas as the Party may think fit, for receiving the 

notification of a transboundary movement of hazardouswastes or other wastes, and any 

information related to it, and for responding to such a notification, as provided in Article 6; 

7. "Focal point" means the entity of a Party referred to in Article 5 responsible for receiving 

and submitting information as provided for in Articles 13 and 16; 

8. "Environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes or other wastes" means taking 

all practicable steps to ensure that hazardous wastes or other wastes are managed in a manner 

which will protect human health and the environment against the adverse effects which may 

result from such wastes; 

9. "Area under the national jurisdiction of a State" means any land, marine area or air space 

within which a State exercises administrative and regulatory responsibility in accordance with 

international law in regard to the protection of human health or the environment; 

10. "State of export" means a Party from which a transboundary movement of hazardous 

wastes or other wastes is planned to be initiated or is initiated; 



11. "State of import" means a Party to which a transboundary movement of hazardous wastes 

or other wastes is planned or takes place for the purpose of disposal therein or for the purpose 

of loading prior to disposal in an area not under the national jurisdiction of any State; 

12. "State of transit" means any State, other than the State of export or import, through which 

a movement of hazardous wastes or other wastes is planned or takes place; 

13. "States concerned" means Parties which are States of export or import, or transit States, 

whether or not Parties; 

14. "Person" means any natural or legal person; 

15. "Exporter" means any person under the jurisdiction of the State of export who arranges for 

hazardous wastes or other wastes to be exported; 

16. "Importer" means any person under the jurisdiction of the State of import who arranges 

for hazardous wastes or other wastes to be imported; 

17. "Carrier" means any person who carries out the transport of hazardous wastes or other 

wastes; 

18. "Generator" means any person whose activity produces hazardous wastes or other wastes 

or, if that person is not known, the person who is in possession and/or control of those wastes; 

19. "Disposer" means any person to whom hazardous wastes or other wastes are shipped and 

who carries out the disposal of such wastes; 

20. "Political and/or economic integration organization" means an organization constituted by 

sovereign States to which its member States have transferred competence in respect of matters 

governed by this Convention and which has 

been duly authorized, in accordance with its internal procedures, to sign, ratify, accept, 

approve, formally confirm or accede to it; 

21. "Illegal traffic" means any transboundary movement of hazardous wastes or other wastes 

as specified in Article 9. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Article 4 

General Obligations 

 

1. (a) Parties exercising their right to prohibit the import of hazardous wastes or other wastes 

for disposal shall inform the other Parties of their decision pursuant to Article 13. 

(b) Parties shall prohibit or shall not permit the export of hazardous wastes and other wastes 

to the Parties which have prohibited the import of such wastes, when notified pursuant to 

subparagraph (a) above. 

(c) Parties shall prohibit or shall not permit the export of hazardous wastes and other wastes if 

the State of import does not consent in writing to the specific import, in the case where that 

State of import has not prohibited the import of such wastes. 

2. Each Party shall take the appropriate measures to: 

(a) Ensure that the generation of hazardous wastes and other wastes within it is reduced to a 

minimum, taking into account social, technological and economic aspects; 

(b) Ensure the availability of adequate disposal facilities, for the environmentally sound 

management of hazardous wastes and other wastes, that shall be located, to the extent 

possible, within it, whatever the place of their disposal; 

(c) Ensure that persons involved in the management of hazardous wastes or other wastes 

within it take such steps as are necessary to prevent pollution due to hazardous wastes and 

other wastes arising from such management and, if such pollution occurs, to minimize the 

consequences thereof for human health and the environment; 

(d) Ensure that the transboundary movement of hazardous wastes and other wastes is reduced 

to the minimum consistent with the environmentally sound and efficient management of such 

wastes, and is conducted in a manner which will protect human health and the environment 

against the adverse effects which may result from such movement; 

(e) Not allow the export of hazardous wastes or other wastes to a State or group of States 

belonging to an economic and/or political integration organization that are Parties, 

particularly developing countries, which have prohibited by their legislation all imports, or if 

it has reason to believe that the wastes in question will not be managed in an environmentally 

sound manner, according to criteria to be decided on by the Parties at their first meeting. 

(f) Require that information about a proposed transboundary movement of hazardous wastes 

and other wastes be provided to the States concerned, according to Annex V A, to state 

clearly the effects of the proposed movement on human health and the environment; 

(g) Prevent the import of hazardous wastes and other wastes if it has reason to believe that the 

wastes in question will not be managed in an environmentally sound manner; 

(h) Co-operate in activities with other Parties and interested organizations, directly and 

through the Secretariat, including the dissemination of information on the transboundary 



movement of hazardous wastes and other wastes, in order to improve the environmentally 

sound management of such wastes and to achieve the prevention of illegal traffic. 

3. The Parties consider that illegal traffic in hazardous wastes or other wastes is criminal. 

4. Each Party shall take appropriate legal, administrative and other measures to implement 

and enforce the provisions of this Convention, including measures to prevent and punish 

conduct in contravention of the Convention. 

5. A Party shall not permit hazardous wastes or other wastes to be exported to a non-Party or 

to be imported from a non-Party. 

6. The Parties agree not to allow the export of hazardous wastes or other wastes for disposal 

within the area south of 60° South latitude, whether or not such wastes are subject to 

transboundary movement. 

7. Furthermore, each Party shall: 

(a) Prohibit all persons under its national jurisdiction from transporting or disposing of 

hazardous wastes or other wastes unless such persons are authorized or allowed to perform 

such types of operations; 

(b) Require that hazardous wastes and other wastes that are to be the subject of a 

transboundary movement be packaged, labelled, and transported in conformity with generally 

accepted and recognized international rules and standards in the field of packaging, labelling, 

and transport, and that due account is taken of relevant internationally recognized practices; 

(c) Require that hazardous wastes and other wastes be accompanied by 
a movement document from the point at which a transboundary 
movement commences to the point of disposal. 
8. Each Party shall require that hazardous wastes or other wastes, to be exported, are managed 

in an environmentally sound manner in the State of import or elsewhere. Technical guidelines 

for the environmentally sound management of wastes subject to this Convention shall be 

decided by the Parties at their first meeting. 

9. Parties shall take the appropriate measures to ensure that the transboundary movement of 

hazardous wastes and other wastes only be allowed if: 

(a) The State of export does not have the technical capacity and the necessary facilities, 

capacity or suitable disposal sites in order to dispose of the wastes in question in an 

environmentally sound and efficient manner; or 

(b) The wastes in question are required as a raw material for recycling or recovery industries 

in the State of import; or 

(c) The transboundary movement in question is in accordance with other criteria to be decided 

by the Parties, provided those criteria do not differ from the objectives of this Convention. 



10. The obligation under this Convention of States in which hazardous wastes and other 

wastes are generated to require that those wastes are managed in an environmentally sound 

manner may not under any circumstances be transferred to the States of import or transit. 

11. Nothing in this Convention shall prevent a Party from imposing additional requirements 

that are consistent with the provisions of this Convention, and are in accordance with the rules 

of international law, in order better to protect human health and the environment. 

12. Nothing in this Convention shall affect in any way the sovereignty of States over their 

territorial sea established in accordance with international law, and the sovereign rights and 

the jurisdiction which States have in their exclusive economic zones and their continental 

shelves in accordance with international law, and the exercise by ships and aircraft of all 

States of navigational rights and freedoms as provided for in international law and as reflected 

in relevant international instruments. 

13. Parties shall undertake to review periodically the possibilities for the reduction of the 

amount and/or the pollution potential of hazardous wastes and other wastes which are 

exported to other States, in particular to developing countries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

Annex VIII 

LIST A 

 
Wastes contained in this Annex are characterized as hazardous under Article 1, 

paragraph 1 (a), of this Convention, and their designation on this Annex does not preclude the 

use of Annex III to demonstrate that a waste is not hazardous. 

 A1 Metal and metal-bearing wastes 
A1010 Metal wastes and waste consisting of alloys of any of the following: 

• Antimony 

• Arsenic 

• Beryllium 

• Cadmium 

• Lead 

• Mercury 

• Selenium 

• Tellurium 

• Thallium 

but excluding such wastes specifically listed on list B. 
A1020 Waste having as constituents or contaminants, excluding metal waste in massive form, any of the following: 

• Antimony; antimony compounds 

• Beryllium; beryllium compounds 

• Cadmium; cadmium compounds 

• Lead; lead compounds 

• Selenium; selenium compounds 

• Tellurium; tellurium compounds 

A1030 Wastes having as constituents or contaminants any of the following: 

• Arsenic; arsenic compounds 

• Mercury; mercury compounds. 

• Thallium; thallium compounds 

A1040 Wastes having as constituents any of the following: 

• Metal carbonyls 

• Hexavalent chromium compounds 

1 Note that mirror entry on list B (B1160) does not specify exceptions. 



A1050 Galvanic sludges 

A1060 Waste liquors from the pickling of metals 

A1070 Leaching residues from zinc processing, dust and sludges such as jarosite, hematite, 

etc. 

A1080 Waste zinc residues not included on list B, containing lead and cadmium in 

concentrations sufficient to exhibit Annex III characteristics 

A1090 Ashes from the incineration of insulated copper wire 

A1100 Dusts and residues from gas cleaning systems of copper smelters 

A1110 Spent electrolytic solutions from copper electrorefining and electrowinning operations 

A1120 Waste sludges, excluding anode slimes, from electrolyte purification systems in 

copper electrorefining and electrowinning operations 

A1130 Spent etching solutions containing dissolved copper 

A1140 Waste cupric chloride and copper cyanide catalysts 

A1150 Precious metal ash from incineration of printed circuit boards not included on list B1 

A1160 Waste lead-acid batteries, whole or crushed 

A1170 Unsorted waste batteries excluding mixtures of only list B batteries. Waste batteries 

not specified on list B containing Annex I constituents to an extent to render them hazardous. 

A1180 Waste electrical and electronic assemblies or scrap2 containing components such as 

accumulators and other batteries included on list A, mercury-switches, glass from cathode-ray 

tubes and other activated glass and PCB-capacitors, or contaminated with Annex I 

constituents (e.g., cadmium, mercury, lead, polychlorinated biphenyl) to an extent that they 

possess any of the characteristics contained in Annex III (note the related entry 

on list B B1110) 

 
A2 Wastes containing principally inorganic constituents, which may contain metals and organic materials 

 

A2010 Glass waste from cathode-ray tubes and other activated glasses 

A2020 Waste inorganic fluorine compounds in the form of liquids or sludges but excluding 

such wastes specified on list B 

A2030 Waste catalysts but excluding such wastes specified on list B 

A2040 Waste gypsum arising from chemical industry processes, when containing Annex I 

constituents to the extent that it exhibits an Annex III hazardous characteristic (note the 

related entry on list B B2080) 

A2050 Waste asbestos (dusts and fibres) 

A2060 Coal-fired power plant fly-ash containing Annex I substances in concentrations 

sufficient to exhibit Annex III characteristics (note the related entry on list B B2050) 

 



A3 Wastes containing principally organic constituents, which may contain metals and inorganic materials 

 

A3010 Waste from the production or processing of petroleum coke and bitumen 

A3020 Waste mineral oils unfit for their originally intended use 

A3030 Wastes that contain, consist of or are contaminated with leaded anti-knock compound 

sludges 

A3040 Waste thermal (heat transfer) fluids 

A3050 Wastes from production, formulation and use of resins, latex, plasticizers, 

glues/adhesives excluding such wastes specified on list B (note the related entry on list B 

B4020) 

A3060 Waste nitrocellulose 

A3070 Waste phenols, phenol compounds including chlorophenol in the form of liquids or 

sludges 

A3080 Waste ethers not including those specified on list B 

A3090 Waste leather dust, ash, sludges and flours when containing hexavalent chromium 

compounds or biocides (note the related entry on list B B3100) 

A3100 Waste paring and other waste of leather or of composition leather not suitable for the 

manufacture of leather articles containing hexavalent chromium compounds or biocides (note 

the related entry on list B B3090) 

A3110 Fellmongery wastes containing hexavalent chromium compounds or biocides or 

infectious substances (note the related entry on list B B3110) 

A3120 Fluff - light fraction from shredding 

A3130 Waste organic phosphorous compounds 

A3140 Waste non-halogenated organic solvents but excluding such wastes specified on list B 

A3150 Waste halogenated organic solvents 

A3160 Waste halogenated or unhalogenated non-aqueous distillation residues arising from 

organic solvent recovery operations 

A3170 Wastes arising from the production of aliphatic halogenated hydrocarbons (such as 

chloromethane, dichloro-ethane, vinyl chloride, vinylidene chloride, allyl chloride and 

epichlorhydrin) 

A3180 Wastes, substances and articles containing, consisting of or contaminated with 

polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB), polychlorinated terphenyl (PCT), polychlorinated 

naphthalene (PCN) or polybrominated biphenyl (PBB), or any other polybrominated 

analogues of these compounds, at a concentration level of 50 mg/kg or more4 

A3190 Waste tarry residues (excluding asphalt cements) arising from refining, distillation and 

any pyrolitic treatment of organic materials 



A4 Wastes which may contain either inorganic or organic constituents 

 
A4010 Wastes from the production, preparation and use of pharmaceutical products but 

excluding such wastes specified on list B 

A4020 Clinical and related wastes; that is wastes arising from medical, nursing, dental, 

veterinary, or similar practices, and wastes generated in hospitals or other facilities during the 

investigation or treatment of patients, or research projects 

A4030 Wastes from the production, formulation and use of biocides and 

phytopharmaceuticals, including waste pesticides and herbicides which are off-specification, 

outdated,5 or unfit for their originally intended use 

A4040 Wastes from the manufacture, formulation and use of woodpreserving chemicals 

A4050 Wastes that contain, consist of or are contaminated with any of 

the following: 

• Inorganic cyanides, excepting precious-metal-bearing residues in solid form containing 

traces of inorganic cyanides 

• Organic cyanides 

A4060 Waste oils/water, hydrocarbons/water mixtures, emulsions 

A4070 Wastes from the production, formulation and use of inks, dyes, pigments, paints, 

lacquers, varnish excluding any such waste specified on list B (note the related entry on list B 

B4010) 

A4080 Wastes of an explosive nature (but excluding such wastes specified on list B) 

A4090 Waste acidic or basic solutions, other than those specified in the corresponding entry 

on list B (note the related entry on list B B2120) 

A4100 Wastes from industrial pollution control devices for cleaning of industrial off-gases 

but excluding such wastes specified on list B 

A4110 Wastes that contain, consist of or are contaminated with any of the following: 

• Any congenor of polychlorinated dibenzo-furan 

• Any congenor of polychlorinated dibenzo-dioxin 

A4120 Wastes that contain, consist of or are contaminated with peroxides 

A4130 Waste packages and containers containing Annex I substances in concentrations 

sufficient to exhibit Annex III hazard characteristics 

A4140 Waste consisting of or containing off specification or outdated  chemicals 

corresponding to Annex I categories and exhibiting Annex III hazard characteristics 

A4150 Waste chemical substances arising from research and development or teaching 

activities which are not identified and/or are new and whose effects on human health and/or 

the environment are not known 

A4160 Spent activated carbon not included on list B (note the related entry on list B B2060) 


